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AZSMELY ~ 1t seazion
Agenda item 3

DETERMINATION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE

Report of e Working Group

The Assembly established a Working Group consisting of representatives
of France, Japan, Sweden snd the United Kingdom to examine the draft Rules
of Procedure on the basis of a general exchange of views the Assembly had
held on the text prepared by the Secretariat {OPCF/A.1/5, ANNEX). It met on
13 November under the chairmenship of Mr, M, Jacobssen (Sweden) and prepared
the revised text anmexed to this Report.

Changes in the draft Rules of Procedure proposed by the Working Group
are indicated by lines drawn vertically in the marging of the text, and any
coment of the Group is either contained in a footnote or will be presented
by the Chairman.,

It was the understanding of the Working Group that the draft Rules of
Procedure upon adoption by the firest session of the Assembly would be
reviewed by the newly-appointed Director and any errors or inconsistencies
disclosed could be Gofrected at the second sesgicon. Progress under other
agenda items in the course of the present seseion might also necessitate
alteration of the dvaft,

The Working Group recommends that the annexed draft Rules of Procedure
be adopted as the applicable Rules for the purposee of the present session.
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TNTERNATTONAL OIL POLLUTTON COMPENSATION FUND
TRAFT BULES OF PRoCEDb:RE' OF THE ASSEMBLY

Membership
 Rule 1
For the purpose of these Rules the word "Convention" means the
International Convention on tlie Egtablishment of an Internstional Fund for
Compensation for 0il Pollution Demage, 1971, the word "Member" means a
Contracting State to the Convention and ‘the word "Fund" means the Internatlonal
Oil Pollution Gompensation Fund.

Rule 2

Sessions of the Assembly shall be held in conformity with Article 19
of the Jonvention. The Director shall inform Members of the opening date of
each reguler session at least sixty days in sdvance and of each extracrdinary
gsession at least 30 days in advance. '

Rule _3

The Lissembly shall normally hold its sessions at the headqua;cters of the
Fund, The hssembly may decide to hold its sessions in eny place other than the

headquarters if the Executive Comm.lttee deems it necessary. l./

Rule 4

The Dlrec'tor with the approval of the Executive Committee shall invite
States which have s.\.gned the Convention or which have depoegited the
appropriste instrument in respect of the Convention, but for which the
Conven‘tion‘_ig not yet in force to send obaervers to sessions of the 'Aséembly,
and such obéerv_c;:rq upon _.invi‘bation' by the Choirnan cnd with the .conacnt.oi‘
tho Loocubly or ite cuboidiary body ooncerned, nay porbicipate without vote
on nttors of direct concern to then. | '

1/ One delogaiion thou%ht tha for pra.c‘blcal roasons, it sleuld be loft to
the Bxocttive Cornittoe to take a decigion on 'l:he holding of sessions
outaide headguarters.
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Rule.ﬁ;/ ,

The Director shall invite to be represented by observers at any session
of the Assembly:

(i) the Inter-Goverrmental Maritime Consultative Organization;

(ii) any other upecjallzed agency of the United Nations whose interests

and those of the Fund are of common concerns

(iii) any inter—govarnmental organization, other than the specialized
agencies of the United Nations, with which an agreement or special
arrangemcnt has been made; and

(iv) any non-govermmental international organization which the Assembly
or the Executive Committes has decided to admit into special
relationship with the Fund in accordance with Article 18(10) of

the Convention. .
Rule 6

Observers may, upon invitation by the Chairman and with the consent of the
Assenbly, participate without vote in the deliberations of the Assembly in
matters of direct concernm to them. They shall have access to non-confidential
documente ahd to such other documents as the Director, with the epproval of the

Chairman, mey decide may be made available.

Delegations
Rule 7

Each,Member.of the jAsgenbly shall designate a representa#i#e, and nay alao
designate alternatés'and such advisers and experts as may be required.
o Rule 8 7.‘
‘Upon designation by a representative, the Chairman may allow any other

nember of the representative's delegation to speak on any partlculur point
at any meetlng of the Assembly.

;/ The Working Group, in accordance with its terms of reference, did not
consider this Rule. It was, however, pointed out that it might be
appropriate to include a reference to the United Nations among the
organizations to be represented by cbservers.
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Qr_e;clmﬁ__ale.
Rule 9

Euch Member ghall transmlt to the Director, the credentials of its
representatlve, together with the names of any alternates or other members of
its delegation not later than the opening day of the Assembly. The
credentials ahall be issued by the Head of State or by the Eead of
Goverrment or by the Elnlster for Foreign Affalrs or other appropriate
authority as determined oy the Government and communicated to the Direotor.l

. Rule 10

The Director shall examine the credentials of delegations and repoxt
to the Assembly without deluy.

Rule 11

Any representative to whose admission e Member has made objection shall
be seated provisicnally'wiﬁhithe some rights as other representatives until
the Assenbly has given its decision on the report of the Director on credentials,

Publicity
~Rule 12
Llternative A

Sessicns of the Assembly shall be held in public unless the Lssembly
decldes otherwise. DMeetings of subsidiary bodies of the Assembly shall be
held in private unless the fLssembly decides otherwise in any particular case.

Alternative B

Sesgione of the fssembly and of meetings of its subsidiary. bodles shall
be held in private unless the Assembly . decides otherwise. .

' Rule 13
The provisional agende of each session of the Assembly shall be prepared
by the Director and submitted to the Chairman for approval priox to issue.

l/ The Working Group concluded that credentials would be appropriate to
sessions of the Assembly but that the Rule should not be applied
vith full rigour at the present session if any delegation atiending
it were subjected to inconvenience by so doing.
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Rule 14 .

The provisional agenda of each regular session of the Assembly shall
I include in additien to those items required by the application of Article 18
of the Conventions o

(1) ail.itema, the inclusion of which has been requested by the Assenbly -
at a previous session; ' :
(1i) &1l itens thé ineclusion of which has been requested hy.the Txecutive
. Cormittee; I ' ' '
I (iii) a1l recocmendations made by the Executive Committee;
(iv) .any iten proposed by a Member of the FPund;

(v) an iten on nmatters pertaining to the budget, accounts and
financlal arrzngenents of the Fund;

(vi) subject to such prelininary consultations as may be necessary, any
iten proposed by any of the specialized agencies of the United
Nations, ' a

Rule 15

The provisional agenda together with supporting documents for cach
session shall normally be commmicated by the Director to the Members at.
{ leagt forty-five daye before the opening of the session,

Rule 16
The first item on the provisicnal agenda for each session shall be the
odoption of the agenda.
Rule 17 -

Any iten of the agenda of a session of the Assenbly, consideratiom of
which has not been completed at that session, shall be included automtically
in the agende of the next session unless otherwise decided by the Assenbly.
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Rule 18

In exceptlona.l el ircunstances the D:Lrector may, after consuvltation with
the Chairman, include smy other question which nay arise between the despatch
of the provisional agenda and the opening d.ay of the session, in & supplenentary
provisional agende which the Assembly shall examine together with the:
provisional agenda. The Director shall advise Mombers irmediately of the - .
intention to include an iten in a supplementary provisional agenda,

Rule 19
The Director shall report to the Assenbly on any administrative,.
financial and legnl implications of all substantive sgenda items subnitted to
the Assenbly, before they are considered by that body. Unless the Ass_enfbly

decides otherwise, no such iten shall be considered until the Assenbly has
been in po_ssession of the Director's report for at least forty-eight hours.

'_Chnime_.zg and Vice~Chairmen ‘

Rule 20

The Assembly shall at the first neeting of each regulé,r‘ aéssidn-elect a
Chairman, a first Vice-Chairman and a second Vice-Chairman from among the

representatives of its Members.
-Rule 21

Lt the opening of each regular session of the Assembly, the represcntative
of the delegation fron vhich the Chairman of the previous regular session was
elected shall preside until the Assembly ha.é_ elected a Chairmen for the session.

Rule 22

If the Chairmen is absent from a meeting, or any part thereof or, for any
reagon, is uable to carry out his duties until the expiry of his texm of
office, one of the Vice-Chairmen shall act as Chairman,

Rule 23

4 Chairman or a Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall not vote but he
may appoint another member of his delegation to act as the representative of
his Government in plenary meetings.
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Subgidisry Bodies
‘ Rule 24
The Lagenbly rey establish such temporary or permanent subsidiary

bodies as it considers necegsary. Such subsidiary bodies shall follow
the present Bvles of Procedure so far as they are applicable.

Sccretariat
Twde 25

7 The Director shall act os Secretary of the Assembly and of ite
subsidiary bodies omd shall be responsible for naking the necessary
arrengenents for their neetings. FHe noy delegate his functions to a
nesber of the Secretariatb.

Rule 26
The Director or a merber of the Secrebarint designated by hin
for the purpose nay nalie cither oral or written statements concerning
any question uvnder consideration.
Tule 27
The Secretariat shell prepere reports of the sessions of the
Lgsenbly incorporating the decisions taken.

Rule 28
Ijb shall be. the du’cjr'of the Secretdria:l: to receiwfe, translate
and circulate to Ifembers nll reports and other documents of the
Lssenbly ond ita subsidiary bodies.
Rule 29
The official and working longuages of the Fund are English and

Freonch.
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Inle 30

Speeches at the Assenbly and its subsidiary bodies shall be nede in
one of the officianl lunguoges and will be interpreted into the other
offieial languego.

Rule 31

211 reports of the LAsserbly and its subsidiary bedies and all
supporting docunents to ogenda itens of the Assenbly and its subsidiaxy
bodies shell be iessuved in the official languages.

Vo‘b:lilg'
Bule 32

Subject to the relevant provisions of Article 33 of the Convention,
decisions of the lAssenbly and of its subsidiery bodies shall be nade,
elections, including those subject to the provisions of Article 22 of the
Convention, determined, and reports, resolubtions and recormendations

adopted by o najority of the lMeubers present and voting.
Pule 33

Each Member shall hove one vote. For the purposes of Article 32 of
the Convention and of these Rules:

(1) +the phrase "Hembers present" means "Menmbers present at the

neeting at the tine of the vote";

(ii) +the phrace "Members present and voting" neans "Mepbers present
and casting an affirvnative or negative vote". Monbors who
abstein fron voting shall be considored as not voting.

Rule 34

The Lsserbly shall normally vote by show of hands.  However, any
Merbor moy request o roll-call vhich shall be taken in the alphebetical
order of the nanes of the Menbers in English, begimming with the Mertber
vhose nooe is drawn by lot by the Chairman.

Rule 35

The vote of each HMenber poarticipoting in any roll-coll shall be
inserted in the report of the neeting concernad.



OPCF/A.I/WP.1
ANNEX

Page 8.

Rule 36

If a vote is equally divided, a second vote shall be taken at the next
neeting. If this vote ‘algo is equally divided, the proposal shall be regarded
a8 regected.

Rule 37

Elections shall be decided by secret ballot unless the Assembly decides

otherwise,

Rule 38

In a secret ballot itwo scrutineers shall, on the proposal of the Chairman,
be appointed by the Assenbly from the delegations present and shall proceed to
scrutinize the votes cast. A4All invalid votes cast shall be reported to the
Assenbly.

Rule 39

If one person or Member only 1s to be elected and no candidate obtains a
pajority in-the first ballot, a second ballot shall be taken confined normally
to the two candidates obtaining the largest number of votes. If in the second
ballot the votes are equally divided the election shall be deferred until the
next meeting, when if another tie results, the Chalrman ahall decide between

the candidates by drawing 1ots.

Rule 40 _
(2) Vhen two or nore places are to be filled by election at one time under the
sane conditiona, those candidates obtaining the majority required under Bule 32
in the firet ballot shall be declared elected.

(b) If the number of oandidates obtaining the requisite majority is gremater
than the nuober of seats to be filled those eandidatea obtaining the greatest
mumber of votes shall be declared elected,

(¢) If the munber of eandidates obtaining the requisite majority is less thon
the muber of persons ‘or Members to be elected, there shall be an additional
ballot or ballots, as neeeeeary, to f£ill the renainlng places, the voting being
restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the
previous ballot and the mumber of candidates being not nore than twice as many
as the places remaining to be filled. Should the same number of votes be
obtained, however, by two or more candidates for the last place in this
restricted 1ist, they shall all be placed on the list,




© OPCE/A.IAP,1
ANNEX

Page 9

(d) 1If two or more candidates obtain the same number of votes for the last
seat or seata to be filled, there shall be a further ballot among these
candidates only. Should the votes again be divided equally, the Chairman shall
draw by lot the nome of the candidate to be eliminated in the subsequent ballot.

'(e) 4 voting paper containing the nones of a greater number of candidates than
the murber required to be elected shall be considered invalid.

- Rule 41

For the elections to the Executive Commiittee, to be held in accordence
with Articles 22 and 23 of the Convention, ballots shall first be held for the
election of candidates under Article 22(2)(b). Thereafter ballots shall be

held for the election of candidates to the remaining seats on tho Executive
Cormitteec,

Conduct of Business
Rule 42

A majority of tﬁe -Hembara shall constitute a quorum for the meetings of
the Assembly,

Fule 43

In addition to exerciming the powers conferred upon .h.‘lm elaevwhere by these
Rules, the Chairman shell declare the opening and the closing of the session of
the Assembly., He shall direct the discﬁasion and ensure observence of these
Rules, accord the right to speak, p'u.t questions to the vote. a.nd announce
decisions reaulting from the VOt:Lng ‘

Rule 44

Proposals and amendments shall nomally be introduced in writing and
handed to the Director who shall circulate coplies to delegations. As a general
rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at eny meeting of the
Assenbly unless copies of it have been eirculated to :deleAga.tioha' not later than
the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman may, howeve_ar,' permit the discussion
and consideration of amendments or of motiona as to procedure even -though these
amendments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated
the game day.
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Rule 45

The Assembly may on -I:he propoaal of the Chairman limit the time to be -
a,llowed to ea.ch spea.ker on any particular su‘b,ject under discussion.

Rule 46

Inring the discussions of any matter a representative of a Member may rise
to a point of order and the point of order shell be decided immediately by the
Chairman, in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. A representative of a
Mermber may appeal against the ruling of the Chedirman. The appeal shall be put
to the vote immediately and the Chairman's ruling shall stand unless overruled
by & majority of the Members present and voting.

A representative riming to a point of order may not speak on the substance
of the matter under discussion,

Subject to the provisions of Rule 43 the following motiona shall have
precedence, in the oxder indicated below, over all other proposals or motions
before the meeting:

(a) to suspend a meeting,

(b) " to adjourn & meeting,

(e) to adjoﬁm the debate on the question under discussion, and -
(d) for the closure _of.the_ deba;te on th‘e; qpeé'l:ionﬁrnier dia_imasion._

Permission to spesk on a motion falling within (a) to {d) sbove shall be
granted only to the proposer and in addition to one speaker in favour of and
two against the motion, a.fter which 1t lba.ll be put immediately to the vote.

| Rule AB 7 _
If two or more rroposals relate to the same question, the Assembly, unless

it decides otherwiae, shall vote on the proposa.ls in the .orxder in which they
‘ha.ve been aubmitted. :

Rule 49

Parts of a proposal or amendmént thereto shall be ‘voted ozi sepé.ratéljr if
the Cheirman, with the consent of the proposer, so decides, or if any
representative of a Member requests that the proposal or amendment thereto be
divided and the proposer raises no objection. If objection is raised,
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permission to speak on the point shall be given first to the mover of the
motion to divide the proposal ox amehdment;--"‘a‘:id"-then to the mover of the
original proposal or anmendment under diacussion, after which the motion to
divide the proposal or amendment shall be put. immediately to the vote.

Rule 50

Those parts of a proposal which hu.ve been approved shall then be put to
the vote as a whole; if all the operative parts of the rroposal or amendment
have been rejected, the proposal or amendment Bh&ll be consldered to be
rejee-l:ed a8 & vhole.

Rule 51

A motion is coneidered to be an -émendm‘e'h"o %o a ’pj:::‘-i:osal if it merely adds
to, deletes from or revises part of that proposzl. An anmendment shall be voted
on before the proposal to which it relates _ié put to the vote, and if the
anendment is adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted on.

Rule 52

If two or nmore amendments are roved to a proposal, the Assembly shall
first vote on the amendment furthest reimoved in substance from the original
propoeal and then on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom and so on
until all amendnments have been put to the vote. The Chairman shall determine
the oxder of voting on the apendments under this Rule.

Rule 53

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on it
has begun, provided that the motion has not been apmended or that an amendument
to it is not under discussion. A motion withdrawn moy be reintroduced by eny
Member.

Bule 54
When & proposal has been adopted or rejected, it mey not be reconsidered
at the same session of the Assembly unlesa the Assembly, by a majority of the
Membera present and voting, decides in favour of reconsideration. Permission
to speak on a notion to reconsider shall be accorded only to the mover and one

other supporter and to two speakers opposing the motion, aftex which it shall
be put immediately to the vote,
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Appointment of Director
Rule 55

For the appointment of the Director, the Assenbly shall vote by sécret
ballot in private meeting,

Amendrments of Rules of Procedure
| Rule K6 |

These Rules of Procedure may be amended by a decision of 1he Asasembly
taken by 2 nejority of the Members present and voting,

Qverriding Authority of the Conventicn

Rule 57

In the event of any conflict between any provision of ‘those Rules and any
provision of the Convention, the Convention shall prevail, i



