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OPPNING OF ThE SESSION 

The SECPXTiRY-GENEFAL welconed &elegates t o  the first session of 

the Assembly which he d e s c z i b d  2,s a kiistoric event i n  the f igh t  qp ins t  
pollution. 

e f for t  t o  provide adequate end ccs i ly  accessible f inanc ia l  rcsoui'ccs and 

inzurmce"against  the ever--imzc;.sing dangers of pol lut ion f rom scc-boiric 

cargoes of  o i l ,  and i t  was hoped t h a t  it would be the foreluuicr  of other  

internat ional  ammgements t o  deal with threa ts  whose nature and poten t ia l  

IIcrc such tha t  they could bc handled e f fec t ive ly  only throu& such CO-. 

operative ventures. 

v i t h  the enterprise.  

rcact ion t o  the "Torrey Canyon" d i sa s t e r  t ha t  the Internat ional  Legal 

Conference on Narine Pollution Danaxe, 1969, had been convened; tha t  had 

l e d  t o  the adoption i n  1971 and the en t ry  in to  force seven years l c t e r  

of the I n t c m a t i o m l  Convention on the Establishment of an International 

Fund f o r  Corpcnsation f o r  O i l  Pollution Danage. 

112s 2, l o n g  t ine ,  but such a Corivcntion required n. p e a t  deal o f  :.d.cinistrative, 

Icy21 andrela ' teüprepzmtion by governments before it oould bc e f fee t ivc ly  

inplcnented. 

The Fmd 0rgcni;î.tion represented the first major in tc i r iu t iond  

IMCO was spec ia l ly  g r a t i f i e d  t o  have bean essociuted 

It K.S 2s a r e s u l t  of IMCO's proupt c.nd conprchensive 

Seven years, he w.id, 

The relat ionship bctwccn I M C O  2,nd the Fund wzs c loser  than that 

between parent and o f f s p r i w ,  f o r  the subject n a t t e r  of t he  Pana 
Convention and the objectivcc of the Fund i t s e l f  were d i rec t ly  and closely 

l inked with IMCO's prime conwrn f o r  nûr i t ine  safe ty  and the protection 

of the m r i n e  environnent f m u  pollution. The Fund Organization vhich 

was bcing inaugurated was a d i r ec t  outcome of the work iMC0 had donc i n  
the f i e l d  of  preventing nar i se  pollution, and w a s  intended t o  conplencnt 

the ongoing work of  IMCO. 

Fund, both as the parent c.nd as 2 collaborator;  the two were engqcd 

i n  the sane ac t iv i ty ,  though operating fmm di f fe ren t  ends of tho sczlc. 

IIT20 sought t o  prevent pol lut ion accidents and, when they occurred, t o  

dec.1 with then i n  order t o  c l in ina te  o r  mitigate pollution; 

task began when, i n  s p i t e  of a l l  that'Ti.IC0 had done, pol lut ion did i n  

The Organization stood, i n  re1atio:i t o  the 

the 3bnd's 

. .  
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f a c t  occur. 

connection between tke +,?O org:iiiir.tions t h r t  DE0 had been asked by 

the 1971 Conferecce t o  tnke ,-.U the  necessary s teps  t o  assist i n  the 

establishcent,  i n a q u r a t i o n  and i n i t i a l  operations of the b h d .  

It was i n  r e c o g i t i o n  0:: the close znd inext ï icabie  

The Secretary-Gencrzl hopcd tha t  Iî*ICO's prepmations had been 

adequate and tha t  the Fund ~;oii lc? bc c.blc t o  begin i t s  operations vithout 

too naay d i f f i c u l t i e s  or problem. 

vcre at  i ts .disposa1.  

r c t ive  in t e re s t  i n  prepmui;. thc d r a f t  In te rna l  and Staf f  Beguïations, and a t  
i t s  nost rocent session the li.!CO Council had authorized the Secretary- 

General t o  extend a11 assistcince cnd continuing co-operation t o  the 

Fund, including cash advances of  up t o  3OO,OOO dol lc rs  f o r  i t s  i n i t i n l  

operations. 

t>e current bienniun f o r  a fu r thc r  session o f  the Assembljr o r  Cmcutive 

Coxlittoe i f  tha t  were require<. 

All IMCO's  f a c i l i t i e s  É.nd services 

I N C O ' s  Logal Connittee had t&en a d i r ec t  and 

Provision hnd a l s o  becn rade out of I M C O ' 8  b u a e t  f o r  

I n  conclusion, the Secrctnry-General sa id  tha t  UIICO WIS proud t o  

h2~i-e been so d i r ec t ly  involved i n  thi3 creat ion of such an i r iporknt  

organization, and f e l t  honoured t o  have been entrusted with the t s k  

of h d p i n g  i t  t o  begin i t s  opcrctions. 

Fund i n  whatever way was considered 2.ppropriate. 

the p c c t e s t  pleasure fom.ally t o  declamopen the first session of the 

Lsscr!bly of the Internationzl O i l  Pollution Conpensation Fund. 

DE0 stood ready t o  help 'the 

It thus gave hic? 

l A G E ï ï  I!i!Eit 2 - ELECTION OF TID CIII.lRiUN MIl 'AV0 PI~E-CK~IRICG 

The SECF~TJ'JE-VE~WLL reported tha t  a t  the meeting held th?,t Liorning 

the heads o f  delegation hcd unminously recomended the elect ion o f  

M r .  Brcdholt (De-k) as Chaimnn. 

Nr. BFZDHOLT ( D e m k )  IJ<-S elected by acc1,zmtion. 

M r .  BREDHOLT (Dennzrk) took the C h a i r .  
. . . . .  
, .  The CH.Ll%DLÎli thanked p a r t i c i p k t s  f o r  the Confidence thoy hid pl-ccd 

i n  .h& by 'electing h i n  Ch~irrihn. 
. .  . .  

. .  .. . .  

. . .  
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The SECRET5'RY-GE2EE.L s r i d  thc t  the h c d s  o f  delegation hc.6 

suggested that the  question of tac elect ion of  the two Vice-Chimen 

should be taken up at a l c t e r  stcge. 

It was s o  decided. 

AGZXLX ITEM 1 - frWPTION 0," TAT LGXQL (OPCF/LI/l/Rev.l) 

Tho !,,?enda was adopted. 

A G W L  ITEM 4 - DFTEXPlINLTICN OF NON-COI?TFLXTING STATES TO BS IIWITED 
AS 03Sl2XMXS (OPCT/L. I i 6 )  

The SECRETfSlY-GEXEEJ., rcported t h a t  the heads of  deleLT,tion hrd 

r,-reed that guidelines concerning the inv i t a t ion  of  observers would 

ii?.ve t o  be l r i d  down by thc  tsscribly, and t h a t  a provisional ru l inz ,  

%,?lid o n l y  f o r  the current session, should be made a t  once. 

of  delegation reconnended tha t  the non-Contracting S ta tes  l i s t e d  i n  
docusent OPCF/A.I/6, togethcr iritii Cnnada, Indoncoia, the Union of 

Lovict S o c i d i o t  Republics, tiic United Rcpublio of  Ccrneroon cad 

Venczuele, should be a b i t t e ù  cs obaervers t o  the present session, nnù 
t h a t  the inter-govermentaï md internat ional  non-govemental orgx-dza- 
tionn l i s t e d  i n  document OPCF/2h.I/7 should be adni t ted on the sane 

bcsis . 

The lieûds 

Me BRUZELIUS (Norway) cndorscd the  Secretaq-General Is proposal, 

2nd urged that the question of  guidelines for adnission of  observers 

be plzccd on the agenda of  the current session of  the Aosenbly. 

Thc C W . m  pointed out t h a t  the n a t t e r  could be discussci: i n  
conjunction with the Rules of  Procedure, since Rules 4 and 5 à e a l t  
vith the m t t e r  of  observcrn. 

The Assembly decided that  the non-contractine States  l i e t e d  i n  
OPCF/A.I/6 as well as thooe ni.ucd by the Secretary-General. and thc  

in-t&p mvernuental and i n t cm? , t io rd  non-mverrmental orarinizsntions 

l i s t e d  i n  docunent OPcF/A.I/7 should be adni t ted as observers t o  the 

current session o f  the ,P.ssecbpL, 

The Observers took t h e i r  seats.  
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AGENDA ITEM 3 -- DrFEIPPMIUATlCN OF RECES OF WLOCEi!iJiiE (ORF/A.I/5 and Corr.1) 

!Che s%mmiY-GENERAL, intm6ucing thle itein, stressed that the rules 
annexed to OPCF/A.I/5 were in draft form with some suggestions 
and options left in square brackets. His own view was that, should 

decisions on some points be held over for a later üate, it was nevertheless 
important that the Assembly should agree its rules o f  procedure at least 
provisionally. He suggested that a small group be established to consider 
points which neeZed lookjng into, and to submit its recommendations to the 
Assembly for adoption later in the week. 

Mr . NILSSON (Sweden), while expressing hiE delegation's satisfaction 
with the draft in the main, and his apsreciation of IMCOfs helpfulness in 
preparing it, wished to offer a few observations, some of a technical nature, 

and others of substance.He considered that the fifty-seven r u l e s  covered 

too much ground for it to be wise to adopt them in their final form at the 
Fund's first Assembly. He supported the suggestion for a small study group. 

Mr.  Hhu (United Kingdom) and Mr. KoMmEA (Japan) endorsed those remarks. 

The suaestion to establish a smll moup was adopted. 

The CHAIRMOi called attention to Rule 2, relating tc the notice required 
before r e d a r  and extraordinary sessions of the Assembly; 
to Credentials; 
requiring a decision. 

Rule 9, relating 
and Rules 29 and 31, concerning languages, all  points 

IVk. HALL (United Kingdom) said that, as regards the thirty days' notice 
cf an Assembly session proposed in N e  2, his delegation would in principle 
prefer more notice. 
Considered later, when the Assembly would he discussing its implications. 

However, the point was one which might with advantage be 

Ms BRUZELIUS (Norway) concurred in that view. She referred to the 
problems created by too short notice for s m a l l  States attempting to cover 

a great m y  international meetinga with limited staffing resources. 

Mr. DOUAY (France) agreed that for a regular session of the Assembly a thirty- 
day period might be too 
were only convened for pressing reasons making speedy arrangements essential. 
In those exceptional circumstances, it was undesirable to slow down the 

short: extraordinary sessions, on the other hand, 
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process by introducing longer notice than really necessary. 
purely as a guide9 would be sixty d q - s '  nofice of a regular and twenty-one 
days' notice of an extraordinary session. Until the group had made its 
recomendations and the Aesernbly had discussed them, the existing draft 
was acceptable provisiomlly. 

His suggestion, 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL pointed out that Article 19 of the Convention 

specified thirty days' notice of extraordinary sessions of the Assembly, but 
made no provision at all for a notice period in respect of regular sessions. 
That appeared to him to be an cveniding ruling. 

The CHAElKkN-proposed that the small group should take that clause 
Ee invited members to state their preference, if any, as into account. 

regards M e  9, Alternatives A and B. 

Mr. S W I O  (Yugoslavia) considered the simple notification procedure 
proposed in Alternative B quite adequate. 

Ms BRUZELIUS (Norway) stressed the need to consider the matter carefully, 
since whatever decision were taken now would bind the next Assembly, and 
unless a firm choice were made, national authorities would be uncertain 

as reeards the issuance of credentials, She aereed with thc previous speaker 
that Alternative B appeared to be adequate. 
elaborate. 

Alternative A might prove too 

fi. VONBU (Poland) reminded the meeting that the principle behind 
Alternative A held good in fixing the credentials of representatives to 
IMCO's Witime Safety Committee, Council and Assembly. 
the financiaï importance of the Fund's meetings. 

He further stressed 

His delegation accordingly preferred Alternative A. 

Mr. EERBEX (Federal Republic of Germany) %reed that the Assembly would 
be called upon to take decisione of considerable importance. 
it probable that, once the Fund's Executive Connnittee had been set up, the 

Assembly wouid meet, not annually, but only every two years. 
therefore had a very slight preference for Alternative A. 

He also thousht 

Hie delegation 

The CiiùIILMILN suggested that as opinions expressed so far appeared to be 
fairly evenly divided, it might be best to continue the discussion in the 
afternoon. 

It was so decided. 

The meetiw rose at 12.40 D.m. 


