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ASSELIELY —~ 1st scssion

SUMMARY RECORD uv iHE FIRST PLENARY MEETING

held at LCO leadquarters, 104 Piccadilly, London W.1,
on enday, 1% November 1978, at 11,50 a.m.

Ched 2 Mr. J. BREDHOLT (Denmark)
Secretary-General of IC0s IMr, C.P. SRIVASTAVA

“ecretary: Mr, T.5. BUSHA (IlNCO Secretariat)

A4 list of participents is given in OPCF/A.I/INF.1
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Opening of the session ' 2
Agenda iten 2 - Election of the Chairmen and 7

tuve Vies-Chairrmen
Apends iten 1 - Adoption of the Agenda 4
Ai-ﬁ-:enda Iten 1 — Determination of non-Contracting States 4

to be invited as observers
Agends ite: 5 - Deterrination of inter-govermmental and 4

internaticnal non-governmental organizations
to e invited as observers

Apends, item 3 - Determination of Rules of Procedure - 5
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OPFNING OF ThE SE3SION

The SECRETARY-GENERAL welconed delegates to the first session of

the Lssembly which he described cg a historic event in the fight against
pollution. The Fund Orgenizaticn represented the first major internmationel
effort to provide adequate and ecasily accessible financial resources and
incurance against the ever--incrcasing dangers of pollution from sea~borne

orgoes of oil, and it was hoped that it would be the forerwmer of other
international arrangements to deal with threats whose nature end potentizl
were such that they could be handled effectively only through such co-—
operative ventures, IMCO was specially gretified to have been associnted
with the cnterprise. It wos as 2 result of IMCO's prompt end comprcehensive
reaction to the "Torrey Canyon" disaster that the International Legal
Conference on Marine Pellution Demage, 1969, had been convened; that had
led to the adoption in 1971 2nd the entry into force seven ycars loter

of the Internmational Convention on the Establishment of an International
Fund for Compensation for 0il Pollution Damage. Seven years, he soid,
ves o long time, but such o Convontion required s greet deal of acdministrative,
lezal and relatell preparction by govermments before it could be effcetively

implemented.

The relationship botwecn IMCO end the Fund was closer thon thot
betwecen parent and offspring, for the subject matter of the Fund
Convention and the objectives of the Tund itself were directly and closely
linked with IMCO's prime concern for maritime safety and the protection
of the morine environment frem pollution. The Fund Organization which
was being inauguratéﬁ was o direct outcome of the work IMCO had donc in
the field of preventing marine pollution, and was intended to complement
the ongoing work of IMCO. ‘The Organization étood, in relation to the
Fund, both as the parent end ag a collaborafor; the two were engeged
in the same activity, though operating from different ends pf the scale.
IICO sought to prevent pollution accidents and, when they oécurréd, to

~dea) with them in order to climineotc or mitigate pollution; the Fund's
tosk begﬂn‘ﬁhen, in spite of-al; fhat:IMCO had done, pollution did in
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foet occur. it was in reco ﬁltlor of the close and inextricable

connection between the two orccnizctions thot IMCO had been asked by

the 1971 Conference to take cll the necessary steps to assgist in the
atablishment, inauvguration ond initizl operations of the Fund,

The Secretary-Gencral hoped that IMCO's preporations had been
adequate and that the Fund would be able to begin its operations without
too many difficulties or problerms. A1l IMCO's faecilities and sexvices
were at its. disposal, —IMCO's Legel Committee had taken a direct and
cetive interest in preparing the draft Internsl and Staff Regulations, and a2t
its nost rccent session the 100 Council had suthorized the Scerctary-
General to extend all assistonce ond continuing co-operation to the
Fund, including cash advonces of up to BO0,000 dollers for its initizl
operations,  Provision had alsc been made out of IMCO's budaet for
the current biennium for a further seasion of the Assembly or Lxccutive

Cormittee if that were required.

In conclusion, the Secretory-General said that IMCO woas proud to
have been so directly involved in the creation of such an inmportont
organization, and felt honoured to have been entrusted with the tosk
of holping it to begin its opcrations. IMCC stood ready to help the
Fund in whatever way was considered appropriate. It thus gave hin
the greatest pleasure formally to declareopen the first scssion of the

Lgsenbly of the Intermational 0il Pollution Compensation Fund.

LGENDA ITEM 2 - ELECTION OF THE CHLIRMAN AND TWO VIJE-CH.AIRMEW

The SECRETARY-GENERLL roported that at the meeting held thot rworning
the hends of delegation hed unonimously recotmended the election of
Mr. Bredholt (Demmark) as Chairman.

Mr. BREDHOLT (Denpaxk) wos clected by scclomation,

Mr BREDHOLT (Dennork) tock the Chair.

. The CHAIRMAN thankcd purt101pcnts for the confidence they huu ploced

in hin by electlng hlm Chulrnon.
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The SECRET{RY-GENER:L soid that the hoads of delegation hod
suszested that the gquestion of the election of the two Viece-Choirmen

should be tazken up at o loter stope.

It was g0 decided.

AGEND.: ITEM 1 -~ ADOPTION OF THE AGEHDA (OPCF/L.I/1/Rev.l)

The fzende was adopted.

AGENDA ITEM 4 - DETERMINATICN OF NON-CONTRACTING STATES TO BE INVITED
AS OBSERVERS {OPCT/AL.I/6)

AGENDY. ITEM 5 - DETERMINATION OF INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AND INTERIV.TIOWIL
NON-GOVERINMENT..L, ORGANIZATIONS TO BE INVITED £S5 OBSERVIRS

{OPCF/A.1/7)

The SECRETARY-GENERLL rcported that the heads of delegntion had
agreed that guidelines conccrning the invitation of observers would
hove to be 1zid down by the Assesbly, and that & provisional ruling,
wolid orly for the current sczoion, should be made at once. The heads
of delezation recommended that the non-~Contracting States listed in
document OPCF/A.I/6, together with Conade, Indonesia, the Union of
wvoviet Socialiet Republics, the United Republic of Cameroon ond
Venczuela, should be adnmitted as observers to the present session, and
that the inter~governmentzl and internationel non-governmental organiza-
tions listed in document OPCF/i.I/7 should be admitted on the same

bosis,

Ms BRUZELIUS {Norway) cndorsed the Secretary-General's proposal,
ond urged that the question of guidelines for admission of observere

be placed on .the agenda of the current seasion of the Agserbly.

The CHATRMAN pointed out +that the matter could be discussed in
conjunction with the Rules of Procedure, since Rules 4 and 5 dealt
with the matter of observers,

The Assembly decided that the non-contractine States listed in

OPCFZK:Idé as well as those naged bx'tge Secretary-General, and the
inter-sovernnental and internotiopal ndnrggvernmental'drggnigatioﬁs
listed in docunent OPCF(A.I(Z should be admitted ag observers 1o the

gurrvent session of the [ssermbly,

The Opservers took their scats.
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AGENDA ITEM 3 .- DATEEMINATION OF RULES OF PROCELURE (OFCF/A,I/5 and Corr,l)

The SECRETARY.GENERAL, introduvcing the item, stressed that the rules
annexed to OPCF/A,I/5 were in draft form with some suggestions .
and options left in square brackets. His own view was that, should
decisions on acme points te held over for a later date, it was nevertheless
important that the Assembly should sgree its rules of procedqre at least
:p:o§iéibna11y, He suggested that a small group be established to consider
poinfs which needed looking into, and to submit its recommendations to the

Aééembly for adoption later in the week,

Mr.NILSSON‘(Swéden), while expressing his delegation's gatisfaction
with the draft in the main, and his appreciation of IMCO's helpfulness in
preparing it, wished to offer a few observations, some of a technical nature,
and others. of substance.Hs considered that the fifty-seven ruies covered
too much ground for it to be wise to a&opt them in théir final form at the
Fund's first Assembly, He supported the suggestion for a small study group.

Mr. BALL (United Kingdom) and Mr, KOMURA (Japan) endorsed those remarks.

The suggestion to establish a sinall gxcub wag adopted.

The CHATRMAN called attention to Rule 2, relating to the notice required
before regular and extraordinary sessions of the Assembly; BRule 9, relating
to Credentials; and Rules 29 and 31, concerning languages, all points

requiring a decision.

Mr. EALL (United Kingdom) said that, as regaxds the thirty days' notice
of an Assembly session proposed in Rule 2, hisg delegation would in- principle
prefer more notice, Howsver, the point wag one which might with advantage be

conaidered later, when the Assembly would be discussing its implications.
Ma BRUZELIUS (Norway) concurred in that view. She referred to the
problems created by too short notice for small States attemoting to cover

'a great meny Intermstional meetings with limited staffing resources.

Mr. DOUAY (France) agreed that for'a regular session of the Assembly a thirty-

day period might be too short: extraordinary sessions, on the other hand,
were only convened for pressing reasons making speedy arrangements essential.
In those exceptional circumstences, it was undesirable to slow down the
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process by introducing 1bnger notice than really necessary. His suggestion,
purely as a guide, would te eixty daye' notice of a regular and twenty-one
days' notice of an extraordinary session. Until the group had made ite
recommendations and the Assembly had discussed them, the existing draft

wag acceptable.prbvisionally.

The SECRETARY-CGENERAL pointed out that Article 19 of the Convention
gpecified thirty days! notlce of extraordinary sessions of the Assembly, but
made no provision at all for a notice periéd in respact of regular sessions.
That appeared to him to be an overriding ruling.

The CHATRMAN proposed that the small group should take that clause
into account., He invited members to stete their preference, if'any; an
regards Rule 9, Alternatives A and B.

Mr. STALIO (Yugoslavia) considered the simple notification procedure
propesed in Alternative B quite adeguate,

Ms BRUZELIUS (Noxway) stressed the need to consider the matter carefully,
since whatever decision were taken now would bind the next Assembly, and
- unless a firm choice were made, gational authorities would be uncertain
as repards the issuance of credentials. She aereed with the previous speaker
that Alternative B appeared to be adequate. Alternative A might prove too
slaborate,

Mr. VONAU (Poland) reminded the meeting that the principle behind
Alternative 4 held good in fixing the credentials of representatives to
IMCO's Maritime Safety Committee, Council and Assembly. He further stressed
the finaticiel importance of the Fund's meetings, '

‘His delegation accordingly preferred Alternmative A.

HEHBER (deeral Republic of Germany) aereed that the Assembly would
be called upon to take decisions of considerable importence. He also thought
it probable that, once the Fund's Executive Committee had been set up, the

- -Assembly would meet, not anmually, but only every two years. His delegation

 therefore had a very slight preference for Alternative A,

The CHAIRMAN suggested that as opinions expressed so far appeared to be
fairly evenly divided, it might be beat to continue the discussion in the
afternoon,

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m,




