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DE!J3XD!INATïON OF KlJLEs OF PROCEDURE 

Note bv t he Secretam-General of iMC0 

1. 
is empowered to determine its own niles of prooedure. 

2. 

Assembly if it had before it a draft set cf niles to serve as the basis of its 
discussions on this subject. 
in the Annex to this document a draFt set of Rules of Procedure for 
consideration by the Assembly. This &aft has been based on the Rules of 
hceduze of the "20 Assembly with such modifications and changes ô8 in the 
opinion of the Secretaq-General, would be desirable or necessary having 
regad to the differences between llrsco and the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Fund. 

3. 
awae of the fact that the Assembly may not consider it appropriate or even 

possible to conclude consideration of t h i s  important matter at the fimt 
session, having regard to the limited time available. 
decide to postpone the adoption of definitive Rules of Procedure, it would be 
appropriate for the Assembly to agTee, on a pvisional basis, on certain basic 
procedurd arrangements. For this pucpose the Assembly may consider the 
possibility cf using, on a strictly provisional basis, the &aft Rules of 
Procedure prepared by the Secxetaxy-Generàl of IMCO with such changes or 
additions 28 the Assembly may suggest in order to conform to the provisions of 
the Fund Convention and the I n t e d  Regulations of the Fund. The bvisiond 
Rules w d d  then apply until such time as the Assembly is able to &pt its 
definitive hiles of Procedure. 

in accordance with Article 18(2) of the Fund Convention, the Assembly 

The Secretaxy-General of IMCO considered that it would be helpful to the 

Aowrdingly the SecretarJr-Gend has presented 

In presenting the draft Rules of Procedure, the Secretaxy-General is 

If the Assembly were to 



Action reauested: 
miles of Procedure and ei%her: 

‘Phe Assembly is invited to consider the question of its 

(a) 

(b) 

adopt its definitive Rules of Procedure, or 

decide OE thc  Rules it would apply on a p r o v i s i d  basis, 
pending the adoption of the definitive Rules at a later stage. 

m 
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I " A T I 0 U  OIL FQLWITION C0"SAl'ION Rliiïl 

ùRhFT RüLES OF PFîOCED~ OF THE ASSEMBLY" 

Membership 

Rule 1 

For the purpose of these Rules the word 8Tonvention88 means the 
International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fuud for 
Conpensation for Oil Pollution Damage, 1971, the word 88Menber18 means a 
Contracting State to the Convention and the word itFund" mans the International 
Oil Pollution Compensation Fund. 

Sessions 

Rule 2 

The Assembly shall neet every pax in regulas session and in extraordinary 
session whenever deemed necessary by the Executive Committee or on request nade 

to the Director by at least one-third of the Menbers or by the Director on his 
own initiative after consultation with the Chairnan. 
Members of the opening date of each session at least [thirty] days in advance. 

The Director shall inforn 

The Assenbly shall normally hold its sessions at the headquarters of the 
Fund. The Assenbly nay hold its sessions in m y  place other than the head- 
quarters if the Executive Coudttee deens it necessary. 

Rule 4 
The Director Kith the approval of the Executive Codttee nay invite States 

which have signed the Convention, or which have deposited the appropriate 
instninent in mspect of the Convention but for which the Convention is not in 
force to send observers to sessions of the Assembly, anà such observers upon 
invitation by the Chairman and with the consent of the Assembly o r  its 
subsidiary body concerned, may participate without Voce on matters of direct 
concern to them. 

- 
*The draft has been prepared on the assunption that an Executive Committee 
has been established. 
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Rule 5 

(a) 
the Assembly: 

(i) the inter-cbvernnentai i*kitine Consüitative Organization; 

(ii) any other specialized agency of the United Nations whose interests 
and those of the Fad m e  of copwln concern. 

The Director shall invite to be represented by observers at any session of 

(b) "he Director shall invite to be represented by observers at any session of 
the Assembly: 

(i) any inter-&vernuental organization, other than the specialized 
agencics of the United Nations, with which an agreenent or special 
arrangenent has been rade; and 

any non-gnvernnental internationsl organization which the Assembly 
or the Ekccutive Cormittee has decided to adnit into special 
relationship with the Fund in accordance with Article 18(10) of 
the Convention. 

(ii) 

Rule 6 

Observers nay, upon invitation by the Chai- and with the consent of the 
Assenbly, pazticipate without vote in the deliberations of the Assenbly in 
Ioaftera of direct concern to then. 
docuuents and to such other docments as the Director, with the approval of the 
Chaiman, nay decide nay be nade available. 

They shall have accesa to non-confidential 

Delegations 

. .  
Rule 7 

, .  . . . .Each Member of 'the 'As.aenbly shall 'design&te a'representative,,.@ . :.. may also 
desipte alternates and auch a&&s and.experts aa nay be r e q e d .  

, . .  

Rule. 8 
. .  

Upon designation by a. representative, the Chaiman MIy allow 'W. other 
nenber of the representative's delegation to. speak on any gdiculk pint at 
any meeting of the Assembly. 



Credentials 

W e  9 
Alternative A 

[Each Member shall transnit to the Director, the credentials of its 
representative, together with the names of any alternates o r  other nSnbWS of 
its delegation not later than the opening day of the Assenbly. 
shall be issued by the Head of State or by the Head of Goverment o r  by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs o r  other appropriate authority aa deterained by 
the Governuent and comnuricated to the Director.] 

Alternative B 

The credentials 

[Each Member shall notify in writing to the Director the naaes of its 
representative, altornates o r  other nenbers of its delegation not later than 
the opening &ay of the Assenbly.] 

Rule 10 

The Director nay exauine the credentials of de1eQ;ations and report to the 
Assenbly without delay. 

M O  11 

Any representative to whose adnisaion a Member has nade objection shall 
be seated provisionally with the 8- rights 08 other representatives uutil the 
Assenbly has given its decision on the report of the Director on credentiais. 

Publicity 

. .  . . .  we . .  . . . . .. 12, . , . . .  e. . 
Plenary sessions of the Assenbly shall be beld in public unless the 

Assenbly decides otherwise. 
shall be held in private unless the Aeaenbly decides otherwise in any 
particular case. 

Meetings of subsidiary bodies of the Assenbly 

&E!?& 

Rule 1 3  

The provisional agenda of each session of the Assenbly shall be prepared 
by the Director and subnittod to the ChaimFm for approval prior to issue. 



W e  i4 

The provisional agenda of each regular session of the Assenbly shall  
include : 

(i) all itens, the inclusion of which has been requested by the Aasenbly 
at a previous session; 

all itens the inclusion of which has been requested by the Executive 
CoFslittee; 

(ii) 

(iii) al l  reports and recornendations nade by the Executive Corplittee; 

(iv) any i t o u  proposed by a Nenber of the Fund; 

(v) the election of Nenbers t o  bo represented on the Exeoutive Corerittee 
aa provided in Articles 21, 22 and 23 of the Convention; 

an iten on natters portalning to  the buàget, accounts and financial 
arrmgenents of the Fund; 

subject to  such prelininary consultations as  n;ly be necessary, any 
iten proposed by any of the specialized agencies of the United 
Nations. 

(vi)  

(vi i )  

W e  i5 

The provisional agenda together with supporting doMlnents for each session 
shall nomaily be c o d c a t e d  by the Director to  the Nenbers at l ea s t  [thirty] 
days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 16 

The first i ton on the provisional agenda for  each session shall be the 
adoption of the agenda. 

W O  17 

Any i t em of th0 agenda of a session of the Assenbly, consideration of 
which has not been conpleted at that session, shall bo included autonatically 
in the apnda of the next session unless otherwise decided by the Assenbly. 



Bule 18 

In excQptiona1 cimuustances the Executive Comittee or the Director by 
authority of the Ekeaitive Coattee, nay include any question suitable for the 
agenda, which nay arise between the despatch of the pmvisiorml agenda and the 
opening day of the session, in a supplenentary provisional agenda which the 
Assembly shall exmine together w i t h  the provisional agenda. 
shall advise Menbars imnediately of the intention to include an iten in a 

supplenentary provisional agenda. 

The Director 

Rule i9 

The Director shall report to the Aasenbly on any adpinistrative, finacial, 
and le@ inplications of all substantive agenda item submitted to the 
Assenbly, before they are considered by that body. 
otherwise, no such iten shall be considered until the Assenbly has been in 
possession of the Director's report for at least forty-ei&t hours. 

Unless the Assenbly deciaes 

chairrgan and Vice-Chaimen 

N e  20 

'Phe Assenbly shall at the first meet- of each regular session elect a 
chairman, a firat Vice-- and a second Vice-chairman f r o m  anone; the 
representatives of its Menbers. 

Rule 21 

At the opening of each regular session of the bsenbly, the representative 
of the delegation fron which the chairnan of the previous re&m session Wag 

elected shall preside until the Assenbly has elected a Ckaiman for the session. 

W e  22 

If the ChairnBn is absent fmn a neeting, or any part thereof or, for any 
reason, is unable to cany out his duties until the expiry of his teTm Of 
office, one of the Vice-Chairnen shall act as chairnan. 

Rule 23 

A Chairmm or a Vice-Cha$rnan acting aa c h a m  shall not vote but he 
nay appoint another nenber of his delegation to act aa the representative of 
his Goverrinent in plenary meet-. 



Subsidiary Bodies 

Rule 24 

The Assenbly nay establish such teïnporary or permanent subsidiary bodies as 
it considers necessasy. 
of Procedure so far as they aze applicable. 

Such subsidiary bodies shall follow the present Rules 

Secretariat 

W e  25 

The Director shall act aa Secretary of the Assenbly and of its subsidiaq 

He may delegate his functions to a neaber of the Secretariat. 
bodies and shall be responsible for mking the necessary arran&ements for their 
neet-. 

Rule 26 

The Director or a nenber of the Secretariat designated by hin for the 
purpose m y  &e either oral or written statements conceraine; any question under 
consideration. 

Rule 27 

The Secretariat shall prepare sumary records of the neetings. These 
summy records shall be distributed to the participants as soon as poasible 
after the closing of the neeting to which they relate. 
W o r n  the Secretariat in writing of any correction . .  to their own statements 
'chat they wish. to haye nade;' such oo&ections should. nolpally be nade within 
three'working . .  ,&YS .but hare this"is:bt pragticable,, within such period of 
tine as sh& be. . .  indicated by.the..Dïrector.' 

The participants shall 

. .  

Rule '28 . .  
. .  

It shall be thc duty of th6 Secretariat t o  receive, translate and 
circhte to Nenbers all reports, resolutions, recornendations and other 
docwnents of the Assenbly. and .its subsidiary bodies. 

LtUWUEkf<e s 

Rule 29 

. . The offidiaï and working languages of the Fund are .[English and Fxench]. 
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Rule 30 

Speeches at the Asseubly and its subsiàiary bodies shall be uade in one of 
the official languages and will be interpreted into the other official language. 

W e  31 

All reports, resolutions, recormendations and decisions of the Assembly 
and its subsidiary bodies and all supportirq docunents to age* item of the 
Assenbly and its subsidiary bodies [and 

the official languages. 
records] shall be issued in 

voting 

Rule 32 

Subject to the relevant provisions of Article 33 of the Convention, 
decisions of the dasenbly anù of its subsidiary bodies shall be d e ,  elections, 
including those subject to the provisions of Article 22 o f  the Convention, 
deternined, and reports, resolutions and remnaendations adopted by a najority 
of the Menbers present and voting. 

Rule 33 

Each Meuber shall have one vote. For the purposes of Article 32 of the 
Convention and of these Rules: 

(i) the phrase "Members present" neans "tienbers present at the neeting 
at the title of the vote"; 

the phrase Wenbere present and votinga1 ne8118 Weubers present and 
casting an affiruative or negative voteIl. 
voting shall be considered as not voting. 

(ii) 
Menbers who abstain from 

. .  . . .  , . .  

Rule 34 _ .  
. , . .  

The Assembly shall nornally vote by show , .  of handa. However, =Member 
nay request a roll-call which shall be taken"'& the kphabetical order 'of the 
&es of the Plenbers 'in English, beginning . .  with the Meuber whose naiue is drawn 

by lot by the Chaiman. 

Rule 35 
The vote of each Menber participatin@; in any roll-call shall be inserted 

in the sunwry record of the neet- concerned. 
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Rule 36 

If a vote is equally divided, a second vote shall be taken at the next 
meting. 
as rejected. 

If this vote also is equally divided, the proposal shall be regazded 

Rule 37 
A l l  elections shall be deoided by secret ballot. 

Rule F 
In a secret ballot two scrutineers shall, on the proposal of 'the Chairnan, 

be appointed by the Assembly fron the delegations present and shall pmoeed to 
scrutinize the votes cast. 
Lssenbly. 

All invalid votes cast shall be reported to the 

Rule 39 

If one person or Menber only is to be elected and no canàidate obtains a 
najority in the first ballot, a second ballot shall be taken confined nornally 
to the two candidates obtainingthe largest nunber of votes. If in the second 
ballot the votes are equally divided the election shall be deferred until the 
ensuing meting, when if another tie results, the Chaimm shall decide between 
the candidates by drawing lots. 

Rule 40 

(a) When two or nore places are to be filled by election at one tine under the 
sane conditions, those candidates obtaining the najority required under Rule 32 
in the first ballot shall be declared elected. 

(b) 
than the nunber of seats to be filled, those candidates obtaining the greatest 
rmnber of votes shall be declared elected. 

(c) 
the number of persons or Menbers to be elected, there shall be an Wtional 
ballot or ballots, as necessary, to fill the renaining places, the voting being 
restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest riunber of votes in the 
previous ballot and the nuuber of candidates being not nore thm twice as 

as the places renaining to be filled. Should the same nunber of votes be 
obtained, however, by two p r  mre candidates for the last place i n  this 
restricted list, they shall all be placed on the list. 

if the nuuber of oandidates obtaining the requisite majority is -ester 

If the -ber of candidates obtaining the requisite najority is leab than 



(a) 
seat or seats t o  be f i l l ed ,  there shall be a further ballot ûnong these 
candiàates only. 
draw by l o t  the nane of the candibte to  be elininated in the subsequent ballot. 

if two or mre candidates obtain the same nuuber of votes for  the last 

Should the votes again be divided equally, the chafrnûn shall 

(e) A voting paper containing the m e s  of a @eater nunber of candidates thaq 
the nunber required t o  be elected shall be considered invalid. 

Rule 4i 

For the elections t o  the Executive C o a t t e e ,  t o  be held i n  accordance 
with Articles 22 and 23 of  the Convention, ballots shall first be held fo r  the 
election of oenàidates under Article 22(2)(b). !hereafter ballots shall be 
held fo r  the election of candidates t o  the reminhg seats on the Executive 
Comittee. 

Conduct of Business 

Rule 42 

A majority of the Nembera shall constitute a quorum for  the meetings of 
the Assembly and of its subsidiary bodies. 

Rule 43 

in addition to  exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by these 
M e s ,  the Chairman shall declaxe the opening and the closing of the session of 
the Assembly. 
Rules, accord the right t o  speak, put questions t o  the vote and amnounce 
decisions resulting from the vot-. 

He shall direct the discussion and emme obsemame of these 

m e  44 
Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing and 

handed t o  the Director who shall circulate cogies to  delegations. 
nile, no proposal shall be discussed o r  put t o  the vote a t  any meeting of the 
Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated t o  dele$ations not l a t e r  than 
the day preceding the meeting. 
and consideration of amendmenta or  of motions as t o  procedure even though these 
amendments and motions have not been circulated or  have only been circulated 
the same day. 

AE a general 

The Chairman may, however, permit the discussion 
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Rule 45 
The Assembly may on the proposal of the Chairman limit the time to be 

allowed to each speaker on any particular subject under discussion, 

M e  46 

Iharing the discussions of any matter a representative of a h b e r  may rise 
to a point of order and the point of order ahail be deoided immediately by the 
chainnan, i n  accordance with these Rules of Procedure. A representative cf a 
Nember may appeal against the ?&Ling of the chainuan, The appeal shall be put 
to the vote iromediateïy Euid the Qlairman 1s xüiing shall stand unless o v e d e d  
by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

A representative rising to a point of order may not speak on the substance 
of the matter under discussion. 

Rule 47 
Subject to the provisions of Rule 43 thc followhg motions shall have 

precedence, in the order indicated below, over all other proposals or motions 
before the meetin$: 

(a) to suspend a meeting, 

(b) to adjourn a meeting, 

(c) to adjourn the debate on the question under discussicn, and 

(d) for the closure of the debate on the question under discussion. 

'Permission to speak on a motion falling within (a) to (d) above shall be 
s a t e d  only to the proposer and in addition ta one speaker fn favour of end 
two against the motion, after which it shall be put immediately to the vote. 

Rule 48 

If two or more gmposals relate to the s m  question, the Assembly, unless 
It decides otherwise, shall vote on the proposals i n  the order in which they 
have been submitted. 

Rule 49 

Parts of a propad 02 amendment thereto shall be voted on separately if 
the Chairman, with the consent of the proposer, so decides, or if any 
representative of a Member requests that the proposal or anendment thereto be 
divided and the proposer raises no objection. If objection is raised, 
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permission to speak on the point shall be given first to the aver of the 
motion to divide the proposal or anendment, and then to the mover of the 
origlnal proposal or amendment under discussion, after which the notion to 
divide the proposal or anendment shall be put immediately to the vote. 

Rule 50 

Those parts of a proposal which have been approved shall then be put to 
the vote as a whole; if all the operative parte of the proposaî or amendnent 
have been rejected, the proposal or amendment shall be considered to be 
rejected aa a whole. 

Rule 51 

A motion is considered to be an auendment ta a proposal if it merely adds 
to, deletes fron or revises part of that proposal. An amendment shall be voted 
on before the proposal to which it relates is put to the vote, and if the 
anendment is adopted, the anended proposal shall then be voted on. 

M O  52 

If two or nore anendmenta are noved to a proposal, the Assenbly shall 
first vote on the amendnent furthest removed in substance from the original 
proposal and then on the amendment next furthest renoved therefron and so on 
until all amendnents have been put to the vote. 
the order of voting on the anendnente under this Rule. 

The Chairman shall determine 

A motion m y  be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on it 
has begun, provided that the notion has not been anended or that an amendnent 
to it is not under discussion. A notion withdrawn nay be reintroduced by any 
Piember. 

Rule 54 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it m y  not be reconsidered 
at the saae session of the Assenbly unless the Assembly, by a majority of the 
Menbere present and voting, deoides in favour of reconsideration. Pernission 
to speak on a notion to reconsider shall be accorded o n l y  to the nover and one 
other supporter and to two speakers opposingthe motion, after which it shall 
be put imuediately to the vote. 



ADDOinhent of Director 

Rule 55 

Poor the appointment of the Director, the Assenbly shall vote by secret 
ballot in private meting. 

hendnsnts of Rules of Procedure 

k ï e  56 

These Rules of Procedure nay be anended by a decision of the Aesenbly 
taken by a najority of the Menbers present and voting. 

Gmrridiny: Authority of the Convention 

57 

In the event of any conflict between any provision of these Rules and W 

provision of the Convention, the Convention shall prevail. 

. .  . 




