
I"ATI0IiAL OIL POLIJJT'XON 
COKFEXSA'PIOM FUXD 

OPCF/L 1/5/1 
16 Noveaber 1978 
Grigjnal: EEJGLISH 

ASSEMBLY - 1st session 
Agenda iten 3 

E I W ~ T A T I O X  OF RULES OF PROCEDURF: 

- Pnoto by the Secretariat of INCO 

Annexed hereto are the Provisional Rules of Procedure of the Assenbly 
which were applied during the first sesJj.cn of tne Assenbly and adopted 
with effect until such tine as they are supersede6 by definitive Rules of 
Procedure. 
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PROVISIONAI RIJLES OF FROCEDLRE FOR TEE ASSEMBLY OF 
TBE INTERNBIPIONAL OIL FûLLlJTION COMPENSBTION FOND 

Definitions 

Rule 1 

For the purpo~e of  these Rules the word "Convention" means the 
International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for 

Compensatirrn f o r  O i l  TGllution Damage, 1971, the word ' "ember"  means a 
Contracting State t o  the Convention and the word "Fund" meam the international 
O i l  Pollution Compensation Furid. 

Seasions 

Rule 2 

Seesiono of the iissembly shall be held in conformity with Article 19 
of t he  \,onvention. 
each re&= oession a t  least  sixty dsJrs i n  advance and of each extraorhimy 
session at leest  30 days i n  advance. 

Tho Director shall inforn Meinbers of the opening dete of 

i lde 3 

The hnembly shall  normally hold i ts  sessions at the headquarters of the 

Fund. 
headquarters. 

The Lssembly zmy decide t o  hold its sessions i n  any place other than the 

Rule 4 

l'ho Dircctor with the approval of the Executive Committee shall invite 
States which have sigmed the Convention o r  which have deposited the 
appropriate instrument i n  respect of  the Convention, but for  whioh the 
Convention is not yet in  force t o  send observers to  sessions of the dssembly, 
a d  nich abcorvero umn imi t a t ion  by tlio C h a i r u a i  a d  with the consont of 

t5o Lonably or ïto mibcidiary body concerned, nay participate without vote 
on .,?ttcm of dizcct concern t o  thw.  



Rule 5 

The Director sha l l  inv i te  t o  be represented by observers at any session 
of the Assembly: 

(i) the UrLted. Nations; 

(ii) the Inte?-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization; 

(iii) any other special i ied agency of  the United Nations vrhose in t e re s t s  

and those of t he  Fund are  of  common concern; 

any intcz-governmental organization, other than the specialized 

agencies of the United Nations, with which an agreement o r  special  
mangement has been macle; and 

any non-governmental internat ional  organization which the  Assembly 

o r  the Executive Coatnittee has decided t o  admit in to  special  

relationship w i t h  the  Fund i n  accordance with î r r t ic le  lO(10) 
o f  the ConIention. 

(iv) 

(Y) 

Rule 6 

Obsemers may, upon invi ta t ion  by the Chairman and with the consent 

of the  Assembly, par t ic ipate  without vote i n  the  deliberations o f  the  
Assembly i n  matters of  direct  concern to  them. 

non-confidential fioouments anà t o  such other documents as the Director, 

ITJith the approval of the Chairman, may decide may be made available. 

They sha l l  have access t o  

Delegations 

Rule 7 

Each Member of  the Assenbly sha l l  designate a representative, and m a y  
also designate a l te rna tes  and such advisers and experts as may be required. 

Rule 8 

Upon designation by a representative, the Chairman m a y  Kiloit any other 

member of  the  representative's delegation t o  speak on any part iculaz point 
at any meeting of the Assembly. 
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ANNEX 

Credentials 

Rule 9 

Each ICember sh311 transnit to the Director, the credentials of its 
representative, together with the names of any alternates or other members of 
its delegation not 1sim than the opening day of the Assembly. 
shall be issued by the Head of State or by the Head of Government or by the 
Minister for Foreign Lffaixs or other appropriate authority as determined by 
the Government and cornninicated to the Director. 

The credentials 

Rule 10 

The Director shall exmine the credentials of delegations and report 
to the Asseubly without delay. 

Rule 11 

Any representative to whose admission a Member has nade objection shall 

be seated provisionally with the same rights a8 other representatives until 
the Assembly has given its decision on the report of the Director on credentials. 

Publicity 

Rule 12 

Sessions of the Assembly  hall be held in public unless the Assembly 
decides othcmdse. 
held in private unless the Assembly decides otherwise in any particular case. 

&et* of subsidiary bodies of the Assembly shall be 

Bsenda 

Rule 13 

!he provisional agenda of each session of the Assembly shall be prepared 
by the Director and submitted to the Chaiman for approval prior to issue. 



Rule i4 

The provisional agenda of each regtiiaz session of the Assembly shall 

include i n  addition t o  those items required by the application of Article 18 

of the Convention: 

(i) all i t e m ,  the inclusion of which has been requested by the 

Asseably et a previms session; 

al1 i t e m  the imlusion of which has been requested by the 

Executivc- Ccrnittee; 

all recoimendatiûns nade by the Executive Cotnuittee; 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

any iteri proposed by a Menber of the Fund; 

m iteri on m t t e r s  pertaining t o  the budget, accounts a d  
finm-ciel arrmgenents of the F’und; 

subject t o  such prelininmy consultations as nay be necessary, 

my iteii prmosed by any of the specialized agencies o f  the 
United îhtions. 

(vi)  

Rule i5 

The provisional agenda together with supporting docunents for each 

session shall  nor-ally be connunicated by the Director t o  the Menbers at least  

forty-five days before regular sessions and th i r ty  days before extraordinary 

sessions. 

Rule 16 

The first i t m  on the provisional agenda for each session shall  be the 

adoption of  the agenda. 

Rule 17 

Any i t en  of the agenda of a session o f  the îissenbly, consideration of 
which has not been conpleted at that session, shal l  be included automatically 

i n  the agenda of the next session unless otherwise decided by the Assembly. 



Rule 18 

In  exceptionai circunstanceo the Director no~r, nfter wnauïtation with 
the Chaiman, include any other question which nay arise betweon the despatch 
of the provisionaï agenda and the opening day of the session, in e aupp1Bnenta.n 
provisional Wnda w h i c h  the Assenbly shall e d n e  together w i t h  the 

p r o v i s i o d  agenda. 
intontion t o  include an iton in  a supplenentary provisional agenda. 

l'ho Director shall advise Menbers innediately of tho 

R u l e  19 

The Director shall report t o  the Asseubly on any aüninistrative, 
f i m c i d  and legd inplications of ail substantive agenda i tens subnitted t o  
the Asseubly, before thoy m e  considered by that body. 
decidcs othomioo, RO such ita ahall be conaidered until the Assonbly has 
been i n  possession of the Director's report for  a t  least  forty-eight hours. 

Unless the bsambly 

- Chaiman g ~ d  Vice-GhairrPsq 

Rule 20 

The Assembly shall at the first meting; of each regular session elect a 
clmirnan, a f i r s t  Vice-ChairPan and a second Vice-Chairnan frou among the 
representatives of i t a  Members. 

Rule 21 

Lt the opening of each reguiaz session of the Assenbly, the represontative 
o î  the delegation fmn vhich the Chairnan of the previous re@;UlW session was 
elected shall preside unt i l  the Assembly has elected a Chairnen f o r  the session. 

Rule 22 

If the C h a l m a n  is absent fmn a meting, or  any part thereof o r ,  for  asiy 

roamn, i e  unable to  c m y  out his duties until the expiry of his tern of 
office, one of the Vico-Chainaen a h d l  act as chaiman. 

Rule 23 

A Chairman or D Vice-Chairman acting as chaiman shall not vote but he 
Lmy appoint another neriber of his delegation t o  act as the representntivo of 
h i s  Govornnent i n  p i e m  neetings. 



- Subsidiary Bodios 

Rule @ 

The îrsnenbly ncy establish suoh tenporary o r  pelaanent oubnidioly 

bodies ao it coneidera necencaxy. 

the present &des of Iroce&ire EO far as they me applicable. 

Such aubnidiarg bodies shall folloVr 

Secretariat 

EÜLO 25 

Tho Director s,Wl act ae Sccrctûsy of the Aasmbly and of its 
subsiàioxy bodios and 0hd1 bo reoponei’ole f o r  rulctilg the necessaxy 
armngrscnta for  the i r  meting%. 

nenber of the Secretarict. 

He mgr delegate his functions t o  a 

Rule 26 

The Director o r  a nonber of the Secretariat deniepinted by hin 
for the purpose ncly mice either o ra l  or written stattenents concerning 

ani question undei consideration. 

aule 27 

’?ho Socretxizt  shdl  prcpare reports of the sessions of the 

Leeenbly incoqomting the decisions taken. 

R u l e  28 

It shall 5c the duty of the Socretariat t o  receive, translcte 

2nd. circulate t o  Ilmbers d1 rcports a;ld other dociaicnts of the 

Lssenbly m d  its suboidiauy bodies. 

L--*s 

Riil0 29 

l’lie off ic ia l  cnd working langwges of the *?und nro English and 
Frcnch. 
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Rule 30 

Speeches at the Lssenbly and its subsidiary bodies M l  be nade in 
one of the off ic ia l  lm@,ges ûnd vi l1  be interpreted i n t o  the other 

off ic ia l  langmpe 

R u l e  31 

bll  reports of the Lssenbly and i t 3  subsidiary bodies and all 
supporting domnents t o  ogeiiaû itens of the bbmz+nbly and its s u b s i d i w  

bodies shc.11 be iesueù i n  the o f f i c i a l  languages. 

voting 

W e  32 

Subject t o  the sclevmt provisions of Article 33 of the ConveP-tion, 
decisions of thi iisscnùly a d  of its subsidi8ry bodies sh l l  be mde, 
elections, includhg those subject to tho provisions of Article 22 of the 

Convention, detemined, and reports, resolutions wü recomendations 

adopted by a w j o r i t y  of the I%ubers present anci voting. 

Pule 33 

Cüch Xmber shall have one vote. For the purposes of Article 32 of 

the Convention and of these Rules: 

(i) the $vace "Jeubers present" neans Wmbers present at the 

rieetixg at the tine of the votc"; 

the ghmoe "Nenbers present and voting" news "Menbers present 

and meting an affirrihtivo o r  ncgntivo votc". 

abstain fron voting shall be considorcd as not voting. 

R u l e  34 

(ii) 
Monbors who 

Tho Lsserbly shall n o m l l y  vote by show of hande. However, any 
ilonbcr m y  request a roll-call which sWl be taken in  the alphabetical 
order of the m e s  of the &UborS in English, beginning with the Ilenber 

whose m e  is drawn by lo t  by the C h a i m .  

Rule 35 

'&e vote of each Nenber partici?dAng in any roll-cnll shall be 

inserted in  thc r epor t  o f  the ïeeting concerned. 



Rule 36 

If a vote i6 e q d ï y  divided, a second vote shall be taken at the next 
neeting. 
as rejected. 

If this vote also is equa.ïly divided, the proposal shall be regarded 

Rule 37 
Elections shall be decided by secret ballot unless the Assembly decides 

(,+,herwise. 
Rule 38 

in a secret b a l l o t  two scrutineers shsil, on the proposal of the Gh&!ix+n, 

be appointed by the Assenbly fron the delegatiom preeent and shall proceed t o  
scrutinize the votes cast. 
hsenbly. 

P11 invalid votes cast shall be reported to  the 

Rule 39 

If one person o r  Iknber only is t o  be elected and no candidate obtaina a 
najority i n  the firot ballot, a second ballot shall be taken confined nonially 
to  the two candidates obtainFrythe largest nunber of votes. If in the second 
ballot the votes are equally divided the election shall be deferred until the 
next meeting, when if another t i e  results,  the C h a i l m a n  shall decide between 

the candidates by drawing lots. 

Rule 40 

(a) When two o r  m r e  places aze t o  be fi l led by election at one tine under the 
sane conditions, those candidates obtaining; the najority required under Rule 32 
ir. the first ballot shall be declared elected. 

(b)  
than the -ber of seats t o  be f i l l ed ,  those candidates obtajning the p e a t e s t  
nunber of votes shall be d e c l m d  elected. 

(c )  
the nunber of persona o r  Menbers t o  be elected, there shall be M additional 
ballot o r  ballots, a8 necessasy, t o  f i l l  the remining places, the votingbeing 
restricted t o  the candidates obtaining the greatest minber of votes in the 

previous ballot a d  the muber of candidates being not mre than twice 88 nang 
as the places rembing  t o  be fi l led.  
obtained, however, by two o r  mre candidates for  the lut place in this 
restricted list, they shall all be placed on the list. 

If  the nunber of candidates obtaining the requisite majority is greater 

If the nunber of candidatos obt- the requisite najority is l ess  thon 

Should the same nunber of votes be 

L 



(d) 
seat or scats to be filled, there shall be a further ballot anon6 these 
candidates only. 
draw by lot the m u e  of the candidate to be elinimted in the subsequent ballot. 

(e) A voting paper containing the m s  of n greater =ber of candidates than 
the nunber required to be elected shall be considered invalid. 

If two or mro candidates obtain the same muber of votes for the last 

Should the votes again be divided equally, the cheimyl shdl 

Rule 4 

For the elections to the Executive Comnittee, to be held in accordance 
with Articles 22 and 23 of the Convention, ballots shall first be held for the 
eloction of candidates under Article 22(2)(b). Thereafter bailots shall be 
held for the election of candidate8 to the remining seats on the Executive 
Codttee. 

Conduct of Business 

Rule 42 
A majority of the Members shall oonmtitute a quorum f o r  the meetings of 

the Assembly. 

Rùle 43 

In addition to exercising the powera conferred upon him elsewhere by these 
Rules, the Chaiiman shall declare the opening and the ~10aing of the session of 
the Assembly. 
Rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce 
decisions resulting from the voting. 

He shall direct the discussion and ensure observance of these 

Rule 44 
Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing and 

handed to the Director who shall circulate copies to delegations. 
rule, no proposal shsii be discussed or put to the vote at any meeting of the 
Assembly unleas copies of it have been ciroulated to delegations not later than 
the day precedingthe meeting. 
and consideration of amendments or of motiona 88 to procedure even though these 
amendments a d  motions have not been circulated or have oniy been circulated 
the same day. 

As a general 

The Chairman may, however, permit the discussion 
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W e  45 
The Assembly may on the proposal of the chairman limit the time to be 

allowed to ench speaker on m y  particular subject under discuasion. 

During the disnissiona of any matter a representative of 8 Member may rise 
to n point of order and the point of order shall be decided iunwbiately by the 
Chairman, in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. A representative of a 
Member may appeai against the ruling of the chairman. The appeal shall be put 
to the vote immediately and the chairman's ruïing shall stand unless overruled 
by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

h ropresentative rising to a point of order may not speak on the substance 
of the mattor under discussion. 

Rule 47- 

Subject to the provisiona of Rule 43 the following motions shall have 
precedence, in the order indicated below, over all other pmpoeala or motions 
before the meeting: 

( a )  to suspend a meeting, 

(b) to adjourn a meeting, 

(c) to adjouni the debate on the question under discussion, and 

(d) for the closure of the debate on the question under discussion. 

Permission to speak on a motion failing wi- (a) to (à) above shall be 
gnnted o d y  to the proposer and in addition to one spenker in favour of and 
two againat the motion, after which it shall be put immediately to the vote. 

m e  48 
if two or more proposals relate to the same question, the bsenbly, unless 

it decides otherwise, shall vote on the proposals in the order in which they 
bave been submitted. 

Rule 49 
Parts of a proposnl or amendnent thereto shall be voted on separately if 

the Chairman, with the consent of the proposer, so decides, or if any 
representative of a Menber requests that the proposrd or auenâment thereto be 
divided and the proposer raises no objection. If objection is raised, 



. 

permission t o  speak on the point shall be given first t o  the mover of the 
motion to  divide the proposal or  menbent, anâ then t o  the mover of the 
original proposal or  anendnent under disouasion, after which the notion t o  
divide the proposal c r  BcLrmdment shall be put ioimediately to  the vote. 

Rule 50 

Those parts of  a proposal which have been approved shall then be put t o  
the vote as  a whole; if all the operative parta of the proposal o r  amendnent 
have been rejected, the proposal or  cmiendment shall be conaidezed t o  be 
rejected as a whole. 

Rule 5i 

A motion is considered to  be an anendment to  a proposal if it merely adda 

t o ,  deletes fron o r  rwisca past of that proposal. 
on before the proposal to  which it relates is put t o  the vote, and i f  the 
menbent is  adopted, the anended proposal shall then be voted on. 

An anendmont shall be voted 

M C  52 

if two o r  w r e  anenàments are mved t o  a proposal, the Assembly shall 

first vote on the amondnent furthest removed i n  substance fmn the original 
proposal and then on the anendnent next furthest renoved therefrom and so on 
u n t i l  a i l  amendnents have been put t o  the vote. 
the order of voting on the anenhents under this W e .  

The Chairman shall determine 

m o  53 

A notion m y  be withdrawn by i ts  proposer at any time before voting on it 
has begun, provided that the notion has not been anended or that an anendnent 
t o  it is not under discussion. A notion withdrawn noy be reintroduced by any 
Member. 

Bule 54 

When a proposal has been aüopted o r  rejected, it nay not be reconsidered 
a t  the same session of the Asseubly unless the Assembly, by a najority of the 
Menbers present and voting, decides in favour of recondderation. Pernission 
t o  speak on a notion to  reconeider shall be accorded only to  the mver and one 
other supporter and t o  two speakers opposing the notion, a f t e r  which it shall 
be put h e d i a t e l y  to  the vote. 



r 
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A D D 0 h - t  Of Director 

Bule 55 

For the appointnent of the Director, the AsseLiijlT shall vote by secret 
ballot in private neeting. 

hendnents of Rules of ïkooodure 

M e  56 

These Rules of  Prooedure may be mended by a decision of i h ~  Assembly 
taken by a najority of the Menbers present and voting. 

& C r r i d h G  Authority of the Convention 

m e  57 

In the event of any conflict betwoen any provision of t h s e  Rules and Sny 

provision of the Convention, the Convention &al1 prevail. 


