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IETERMITATION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE
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Ammexed hereto are the Provisional Rules of Procedure of the Assenmbly
which were applied during the first session of the Agsembly and adopted
with effeet until such tine as they are superseded by definitive Rules of

Procedure.
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PROVISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE ¥OR THE ASSEMBLY OF
THE INTERNATTONAT, OIL POLLUTTION COMPENSATION FUND

Definitions

Rule 1

For the vurpose of these Rules the word "Convention" means the
International Conveniion on the Establishment of an International Fund for
Compensation for 0il Pollution Damage, 1971, the word "Member" means &
 Contracting State to the Convention and the word "Fund" means the Intcrnational
01l Pollution Compensation Fund.

Sesaionsg
~ Rule 2
Sesgione of the iAssembly shall be held in conformity with Article 19
of the Jonvention. The Director shall inform Members of the opening date of

each regular gession at leest sixty days in advance and of each extraordinary

gession at least 30 days in advance.
hule }

The Lssembly shall normally hold ite sessions at the headquarters of the
Fund, The Lssembly may decide to hold its sessions in any place .other than the
headquarters, - : ’

" Bule 4

The Director with the approval of the Executive Committee shall invite
States which have signed the Convention or which have deposited the
éppropriate instrument in respect of the Convention, but for which the

Convention is not yet 1n force to send observers to sessions of the hsssenbly,
end guch Shoorvers unon 1av1tntlon by the Chalrnan znd with the comsont of

tho Looonbly or ite nubcidiary body conoernsd,_nayipamticipate without wote
on wtbors of direct concern to theu.
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Rule §

The Director shall invite to be represented by observers at any session
of the Assembly:

(1) the United Hations;
(ii) the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization;

(iii) any other speciali~ed agency of the United Nations whose interests

and those of the Fund are of common concerng

(iv) any inter-goverrmental organization, other than the specialized
agencies of the United KNations, with which an agreement or gpecial

arrangement has been made; and

(v) any non-governmental international organizastion which the Assembly
or the Executive Committee has decided to admit into special
relationship with the Fund in accordance with fArticle 18(10)

of the Convention.
Rule 6

Observers may, upon invitation by the Chairman and with the consent
of the Assembly, participate without vote in the deliberations of the
Asgembly in natters of direct concern to them. They shall have access to
non-confidential dccuments and to such other documents as the Director,

with the approval of the Chairman, may decide may be made available.
Delegationsg
Rule 7

Each Member of the Asseobly shall designate a representative, and may
also designate altermates and such advisers and experts as may be required.

Rule 8

Upon designation by a representative, the Chairman may allow any other
member of the representative's delegation to speak on any particular point
at any meeting of the Agzembly.
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Credentials
" Rule 9
Bach Member shall 4ransmit to the Director, the credentials of its
representative, together with the namep of any altermates or other members of
its delegation not later than the opening day of the Assembly. The credentials
shall be issued by the Head of State or by the Head of Government or by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs or other appropriate authority as determined by

the Govermmoent and commmnicated to the Director.
Rule 10

The Director shall examine the credentials of delegations and report
to the Assenbly without delay. '

Rule 11

'-',Any representative to whose admission a Member has made objection shall
be seated provisionally with the same rights as other representatives until

the Assembly has given its decision on the report of the Director on credentials.
Publicity
Rule 12

Sessions of the lssembly shali‘be held in public unlese the Assembly
decides othervise. IMeetings of subsidiary bodies of the Assembly shall be
held in private unless the Assembly decides otherwise in any particular case,

nda,
Rule 13

The provisional agends of each session of the Assembly shall be prepared
by the Director end submitted to the Cheirman for approval prior to iasue,
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Bule 14

The provigional agenda of each regular session of the Assembly shall
inelude in addition to those items required by the application of Artiele 18

of the Convention:

(i) all itene, the inclusion of which has been requested by the
lgsenbly at 2 previous session;

(ii) all items the inclusion of which has been requested by the

Executive Cormittee;
(iii) all recoumendations made by the Executive Committee;
(iv) eny iten proposed by a Member of the Fund;

(v) an iten on matiers pertaining to the budget, accounts and
finencisl arrangenents of the Fund;

(vi) subjcet to such preliminary consultationé as may be necessary,
any iten proposed by any of the specialized agencies of the
United Hations.: ‘ S

Rule. 15

The provisgional agenda together with supporting documents for each
sesgion shall nornmally be communicated by the Director to the Menmbers at least
forty—five deys before regular sessions and thirty days before extraordinary
sessions.

Rule, 16

The first iten on the provisional agenda for each session shall be the
adoption of the egends.
S ~ Rule 17
Any iten of the sgenda of a session of the iAssembly, congideration of

which has not been completed at that session, shall be included automatically

in the agends of the next gession unless otherwisc decided by the lssenbly,
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- Rule 18 |
In exceptional circumstances the Director nay, after cqnsultatibn with
the Chairman, ineclude any other question which nay arise between the déapatch
of the provisional agenda and the opening day of the session, in 2 supplenentory
provisional agenda which the Aséembly shall examine together with the
provisional agenda. The Director shall advise Members immediatoly of tho
intention to include an itom in a auppiémantéry proviesional agenda.

Rule 19

The Director shall report to the Assernbly on any adninistrative,
financial and legal inmplications of all substantive agenda items subnitted to
the Assenbly, before they are considéred by that body. TUnless the Lssenbly
decides otherwise, no such iten shall be considered until the Assenbly has
been in poassession of the Director's report for at least forty-eight hours.

Chodrnan and Vice-Cheirmen
7 Rule 20
The Assembly shall at the first nmeeting of each regular session eclect a -

Chairman, a first Vice-Chairman and a second Vice-Chairman fron among the

representatives of its Members.
Rule 21

It the opening of each regular session of the Assembly, the represcntative
of the delegation from which the Chairman of the previous regular session vas
elected shall preside until the fAssenbly has elacted a Chairman for the session.

Rule 22

If the Chairman is abaent from a meeting; or any part thereof or, for any
reagon, is unable to carry out his dutiea until the expiry_qf hig term of
office, one of the Vico-Chairmen shall act as Chairman.

Rule 23

A Chairman or a Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall not vote but he
may appoint another menber of his delegation to act as the represenitctive of
his Govermment in plenary neetings.
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Subsidiary Bodies

Rule 24

The jasenbly nay esta.bl:.sh such tenporary or pemanent pubpidiary
bodies as it considers neces"ary Such subsidiaxry 'bod:l.es shall follow
the present Rulea of "roceuu:r:e so far ag they are applica.‘nle.

Secretanat
Tule 25 -

The Director shall act as Secrotary of the Assembly end of its
subsidiary bodies and shall be responsibvle for naking the necessaxry
arrangenonta for their neetings. Ho may delegate his fumctions to o
nerber of the Secretariat,

Rule 26

The Director or a nember of the Secretariat demignated by hin
for the purpose may nake cither oral or written statements concerming

any guestion under coneiderstion.
Rule 27

The Secretariat shall prepare reports of the sessions of the
Leggenhly incorporating the decigions taken.,

Rule 28

+ shall be the duty of the Secrctariat to receive, translcte
ond circulate to HMembers 21l reports and other documents of the
Ligacobly and its subsidiary bodies,

TRile 29
‘The official ond working languages of the Fund ave English and
Fronch, ' '
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Tule 30

Speeches at the Lssenbly and its subsidiary bodiee shall be made in
one of the official longunges and will be interpreted into the other
official langusge.

Rule 31

L1l reports of the LAssenbly and iteo subsidiary bodies and all
supporting docunents to acgenda itens of the Assenmbly and its subsidiary
bodies shall be ispued in the official langunges. '

Voting
Tule 32

Subject to the velevant provisions of Article 33 of the Convention,
decisions of the Assenbly and of its subsidiary bodies shall be nade,
elections, including those subject to the provisions of Article 22 of the
Convention, determined, and reports, resclutions and reccrmendations

adopted by a mojority of the Menbers present and voting.
Dule 33

Lach ileober shall haove one vote. For the purposes of Article 32 of

the Convention ond of these Rules:

(i) the phrase "lembers present" neans "Merbers present at the

neebing at the tine of the vote";

(ii) the phrase "Merbers present and voting" means “"Menmbers present
and cagting an effirpative or negutive vote"., Monbors who
abgtain fron voting shall be considered as not voting.

Rule 34

The lAseenbly shall normally vote by show of hoands.  However, any
Menbeor ney reguest o roll-call vhich shall be taken in the alphobetiecal
order of the nnnes of the lenbers in English, begimming with the lleribex
whose none is drocwn by lot by the Chairman.

Rule 35

The vote of each Member participating in any roll-call shall be
ingerted in the report of the neeting concerned.



OPCF/A.1/5/1
ANNEX

Page 8

Rule 36

If 2 vote is equally divided, a sccond vote shall be taken at the next
neeting. If this vote also is equally divided, the proposal shall be regarded
as'rejected. .

Rule 37 -

Elections shall be decided by secret ballot unless the Assembly decides
otherwise. o

Rule 38

In a secret ballot two scrutineers shaell, on the proposal of the Cheirman,
be appointed by the Asserbly from the delegations present and shall proceed to
gerutinize the votes cast. 41l invalid votee cast shall be reported to the
Jaserbly.

Rule 39

If one person or Meober only is to be elected and no candidate obtains =
majoiity in the first ballot, a second ballot shall be taken confined normally
to the two candidates obtaining the largest rumber of votes. If in the second
ballot the votes are equally divided the election shall be deferred until the
next meeting, when if another tie resulta, tpe Chairman shall decide between

the candidates by draﬁing ldts.
| Rule 40 |
{a) When two or more places are to be filled by election at cne time under the

gsane conditlons, those candidates obtaining the majority required undsr Rule 32
in the first ballot ahall be declared elected.

(b) If the number of candidates obtaining the requisite majority is greater
than the nunber of seats to be filled, those candidates obtaining the greatest
nuber of votes shall be declared elected.

(e) If the nuober of oandidatel obtaining the requisite majority is less thon
the nurber of persons or Hbmbera to be elacted, there shall be an additional
ballot or ballots, as necessary, to £111 the. renaining placea, the voting being
restricted to the candidates obtaining the greateet nutber of votes in the
previous ballot and the munmber of candidates being not more than twice as nany
as the places remaining to be filled. Should the same number of votes be
obtained, however, by two or nore candidates for the last place in this
restricted list, they shall all be placed on the 1iat.
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(d) If two or more candidotes obtain the same mumber of votes for the last
seat or seats to be filled, there shall be a further ballot among these
candidates only. Should the votes again be divided equally, the Chairman shall
draw by lot the name of the candidate to be elinminated in the subsequent ballot.

(e} A voting paper containing the names of a greater mumber of cendidates than
the number required to be elected shall be considered invalid,

Rule 41
For the elections to the Executive Comnittee, to be held in accordance
with Articles 22 and 23 of the Convention, ballots shall first be held for the
election of candidates under Article 22(2)(b). Thereafter ballots shall be

held for the election of candidates to the remaining seats on the Executive
Committec. |

Conduct of Business
Rule 42

4 majority of the ‘Membere shall conatitute a quorum for the meetings of
the Assembly,

Rule 43

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by these
Rules, the Chairman shall declare the opening and the closing of the session of
the Assembly. He shall direct the discussion and ensure observance of these
Rules, accord the right to apea.k, put queations to the vote and announce
decisions reaulting from the vot:l.ng

" Rule 44

Proposals and smendments shall normally be introduced in writing and
handed to the Director who shall circulate coples to delegations. 4s a general
rule, no propdsal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any meeting of the
Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated to delegations not later than
the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman may, howevgr,' pexrmit the discussion
and consideration of amendments or of motiona ss to procedure even though these
amendments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated
the same day.
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Rule 45

The Assembly may on the proposal of the ‘Chairman limit the time to be -
allowed to each apeaker on any particular subject under discussion, ‘

Bule 46

During the discussions of any metter a representative of a Member mey riese
to a point of order and the point of oi‘:der shall be decided immediately by the
Chairmen, in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. A representative of a
Member may eppeal against the ruling of the Chaiymen. The appeal shall be put
to the vote immediately and the Chairman's ruling shall stand unless overruled
by a majoxrity of the Members present and voting.

A representative rising to a point of order may not speak on the substance
of the matter under discussion.

‘Rule 47-

Subject to the provisions of Rule 43 the following motions shall have
precedence, in the order indicated below, over all other propossla or motiona
before the meeting:

() to suspend a meeting,

(r) to adjourn a meeting,

(e¢) to ad;joﬁrn the debate on the question under discussion, and
(d4) for the closure of.the_ d_efpdte on the lqueatibn'under discussion,

Permission to spesk on a motion falling within (a) to.(d).above shall be
granted only to the proposer and in addition to one gpeaker in favour of and
two against the motion, after which it shall be put immediately to the vote.

~ Bule 48 |
If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the Assembly, unless
it decides otheMsé, shall vote -on the proposals in the order :anhich they
have been submitted., - ' '
| | Rule 49

Parts of a proposal or amenﬁmént thereto shall be voted oh aepérately if
the Chairman, with the consent of the proposer, so decides, or if any
representative of e Member requests that the proposal or emendment thereto be
divided and the proposer raises no cbjection, If objection is reised,
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permission to speak on the point shall be glven first to the mover of the
motion to divide the proposal or amendment;-ja-ﬁd'fhen to the mover of the
original proposal or anendment under discussion, after which the motion to
divide the proposal or emendment shall be put immediately to the vote.

Rule 50

Those parts of a proposal which have been approved shall then be pﬁt to
the vote as a whole; if all the operative parts of the proposal or amendment
have been rejected, the proposal or emendment shall be considered to be |
rejected as o whole. ‘ '

Rule 51

4 motion is considored to be an driendment to a ‘prc‘:posal if it merely adds
to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. An amendment shall be voted
on before the propoasal to which it relates ,ié put to the vote, and if the
amendment is adopted, the amended proposel shall then be voted on.

Rule 52

If two or nore apmendments are roved to a proposal, the Assembly shall
first vote on the amendment fuxthest refioved in substance from the original
propogel and then on the spendment next furthest removed therefrom and so on
until all amendnments have been put to the vote. The Chairman shall determine
the oxder of voting on the anendments under this Rule.

Rule 53

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on it
has begun, provided that the motion has not been anmended or that an amendment
to it is not under discuseion. A motion withdrawn may be reintroduced by eny
Membex.

Rule 54

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it nay not be reconsidered
at the sare session of the Assenbly unlesa the Assembly, by a majority of the
Menmbers present and voting, decidee in favour of reconsideration. Permission
1o speak on a notion to reconsider shall be accorded only to the mover and one

other supporter and to two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall
be put imnediately to the vote,
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Appointment of Director
hule 5%

For the appoi'_.ntmeﬁt of the Director, the Asserlly ghall vote by eécret
ballot in private meeting.

Anendnents of Rules of Procedure

Rule 56

These Rules of Procedure may be amended by a decision of the Assembly
taken by a najority of the Members present and voting,

Qverriding Authority of the Canventiocn

Inle 57

In the event of any conflict between any provision of those Rules and any
provision of the Convention, the Convention shall prevail.



