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proposal by the French delemtion 

. .  . 

1. 
Convention fkcd. the naxl~l  ' . m  anount of compensation payable by the Fund 
in respect of m y  one incident at 450 uillion Poincûré francs (or about 
3G nillion dollam or 165 nillion French francs). Article 45) of the 
Convextion cnpowers the Asserzbly to increase the naxinum conpensation to 
900 nillion Poincaré francs, having regad. t o  the experience of incidents 
vrhich have occurred and, in paticuiar, the anount of reBulting 
therefrom a d  .chmges in the monetary values. 

2, Followhe: the potmding of the "i'moco Cadiz" the French reprcsentrtives 
to I ï C O  proposed to the Council and to the Legal Ccdttee that the doubling 
of the SUU payable as compencztioa urder the 1971 Convention be envisaged 
so as to mke it possible in the future to meet particularly high claims 
in the event of a pollution cûsuzlty o f  t h e  sme kind and mgnitude es the 
ground* of the "î~occ Cadiz" . 
for thc prevention of pollution are applied, huuan or technical failure is, 
unfortunately, always possible. 

L3 recalled by. the Secretrriat in document OFCF/L.I/14, the 1971 

.. .. , . .  

However vigilantly internatiowl reguîations 

The experiance acquired es z result of the pollution caused by the 
sounding of the "iaoco Cadiz" provides spectacular pmof of the inadequacy 
of the mounts  fixed by the 1971 Convention. 

7, 
suffrred. 

It is not yet possible to estzblish.the exact extent of the &mge 
.Hourever,. a number of fi,gres can be put forward at the preaent 

stage. . .  . .  

(1) -enses of coribatinn uollution 

These appear to total 415 dllion French francs. They include the 
cost of clearance, clean-up, provision of pollution-conbating applimces 
(tools, puqx) ,  and the cost of deshmotion of wastes. 



It was necessary to  conclude contracts f o r  equipmnt'ancl supplies 

with pr ivate  fims to ta l l in fz  Z O . 7  r i i l l ion %ench francs. 

'The t o t a l  outlay i n  respect of  the public services involved were: 

- 155 n i l l i o n  Bench francs f o r  t.ie use o f  mil i tary f a c i l i t i e s  rad 

nanpower (nayv, a i r  force,  u i ï i t a y  personnel enpïoyed on clean-up); 

- 23 mill ion French f r m c s  f o r  c i v i l i a n  services ( i n  pn r t i cu lm f o r  

providing and transporting o i l  boons); 
. .  . .  - f o r  t h e i r  par t ,  the locc l  cu thor i t ies  (departnental and municipal) 

incurred expenditure of soue 16 n i l l i o n  French f r m c s .  

(2)  

P h i s  m i r d y  concerns the d a m e  t o  the she l l f i sh  industry, i n  p a r t i c u l a  
I n  addition, 

Econonic danwr . e  suffered by sea-related econonic a c t i v i t i e s  

as a r e s u l t  of the nass destruction of oysters  i n  oyster  beds. 

there  was destruction of f i sh ing  equipnent and the complete ctoppcge of 
seaweed harvesting which tecporr r i ly  brought t o  n h a l t  the industr ies  using ' 

.it. 
se r ioudya f fec t ed  ( the  f i s h  trade,  canneries, transport  firns). 
mss ive  t ransfers  of oycters t o  other  beds located i n  other regions were 

necessary i n  an endeavour t o  cleanse the oysters affected by pollution. 

Other a c t i v i t i e s  and i n d u s t r i î s  dependent on f i s h  cetches were also 
in 2dditiOn, 

Such danage t o t a l s  an e s t i m t c d  45 n i l l i o n  fiench francs so le ly  f o r  

those whose l ivelihood depends. on the sea. 

conpensation t o t a l l i n g  4.900 COO Prench francs paid t o  those professionally 
involved i n  respect of t h e i r  being gut  .out of 'work. 

These f igures  include speci?-l 

Econonic dmage surfercd by the t o u r i s t  industry afiiounts t o  an e s t i m t e d  

6OO O00 French francs. 

The t o t a l  cost  of conbating pol lut ion and of econonic danage assessed 
up t o  the present t i n e  thcrefore comes t o  460 600 O00 French francs. 

( 3 )  I n  addition, cornercini and indus t r i a ï  losses  have still t o  be 
Damge cssessnent conuissions are due t o  deal with accurztely assessed. 

this n a t t e r  but a r e  not ye t  i n  a posit ion t o  provide information. 

Furthernore, necessary expenditure on ecological follorr-up (non i to rhg  

of femm and f l o r a  by s c i e n t i f i c  bodies) i s  e s t h a t e d  a t  1 2  u i l l i o n  French 

francs. 

(4) To the howledge o f  the Trench au thor i t ies ,  danage was suffered 

by the United Kingdon md expense incurred. 
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( 5 )  C nunber of privctc icdividuals,  private associations an6 loccl 
commi t i c s  have d s o  subnitteL yequests f o r  conpersation i n  respect o f  

losses suffered. 

4. "his being so, and even thou,yh the extent o f  the cannot yet 
be established accurately, a ùoubling of the naxinun mount payoble by 
the International O i l  Pollution Cmpnsa t ion  Fund would only mke it 
possible t o  pay conpensation for d-e up to  a lhit of  35Q mill ion 
Bench francs. 
equitable conpcnsation i n  the event of  catastrophic pollution such as that  
caused by the grounding of the ' l l ~ o o o  Cadie". 
k v c  been i f  the ship involved had becn an o i l  tanker of  even lwpr 

Clemly that  SUU i s  now wholly inadequate f o r  proper and 

What would the position 

cappeoity? 


