INTERMATION.L OIL POLLUTION OPCF/...I/10/1
COMPENSATION ¥UND 10 Noverber 1978

Orizinal: FRENCH
LSSEMBLY -
18t sesgion
Agenda itenm 13

IETERMINATTON OF HEADQUARTERS STATE

Hote by the French delegation

Lis all the Stotes participating in the first sesslon of the Jssenbly
of the Fund have been infornmed throush diplomatic channels, the French
Governnent would welecone the estoblishment in Paris of the Headquoriers

of the Fund and is accordingly putting forward its officizl candidature.

In recent years France hes been particularly seriously affected by
rarine pollution casualties, the srounding of the "Amoco Cadiz" being the
rost recent and the nost scricus of all time. France has consistently
demonstrated its paramount concern for pollution problems. It therefore
wishes by practical and long-tern sction to promote the operation of the
Fund, To that end, France is willing to place the necessary prenises
at its disposal cn very favourcble naterial terms (rental and location).
Furthermore, ithe French Govermment is offering to the Fund = cash
advance of 100 000 dollars, to be avaeilable immediately, in addition to
the 200 000 dollars which the Secretery-General of IMCO hag just been
suthorized to allocate, thercby enzbling the Fund to meet more easily its
initial operating costs. ILestly, the French Goverrnment has nade the
necessary arrangenents for o start to be nade within a very short space
of time on nepotiating an agreenont concerning the privilepges and
irnrunities of the Fund.

For their part, the TFrench moritine organizations will give the fund
every assistance necessary and will remain at its disposal to solve any

technical or material problen that pay arise.

The French Government, which is the second largest contributor to the
Fund and whose accession rcsulted in the coming into force of the 1971
Convention, sets the greatest store by the successful outcome of its
candidature.




