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Summary: In October 2002 the 1992 Fund Assembly decided to review periodically the 
list of international non-governmental organisations having observer status in 
order to determine whether the continuance of observer status for any 
particular organisation was of mutual benefit. It is suggested that a 
corresponding review should also be carried out in respect of the 1971 Fund.  
It is also suggested that the governing bodies should set up a group of five 
States to consider whether the organisations should continue to have observer 
status and report its findings to the governing bodies. 

This document lists the organisations having observer status with the 1971 
Fund and/or the 1992 Fund and tabulates attendance at Fund meetings since 
1996. The responses from those organisations to the Director's request for 
comments on whether the continuance of observer status would be of mutual 
benefit are reproduced.  

Action to be taken: (a) Decide whether to set up a group of five States to review whether the 
international non-governmental organisations having observer status 
should continue to have such status; 

(b) Decide whether to withdraw the observer status of any of these 
organisations; and 

(c) Decide when to review the provisional observer status of the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions  (CRPM). 

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Pursuant to Article 18.10 of the 1971 and 1992 Fund Conventions, the Assembly shall determine 
which non-Contracting States and which inter-governmental and international non-governmental 
organisations shall be admitted to take part, without voting rights, in meetings of the Assembly 
and subsidiary bodies. 

1.2 Under Rule 5 of the 1971 and 1992 Fund Assemblies' Rules of Procedure, the Director shall invite 
to be represented by observers at any session of the Assembly inter alia any international non-
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governmental organisation which the Assembly has decided to admit to its meetings in 
accordance with Article 18.10 of the 1971/1992 Fund Convention. 

1.3 At its 1st session, held in June 1996, the 1992 Fund Assembly adopted Guidelines on relations 
between the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 1992 and intergovernmental 
organisations and international non-governmental organisations which set out, inter alia, the 
criteria for the granting of observer status (document 92FUND/A.1/34/1).  These guidelines were 
amended at the Assembly's 7th session in October 2002 to include provisions on the procedure for 
the consideration of requests for observer status and on a periodic review of whether observer 
organisations continue to fulfil the criteria set out in the guidelines.  The guidelines are 
reproduced in Annex I. 

1.4 Corresponding guidelines were adopted by the 1971 Fund Assembly in 1979, but they were not 
amended in 2002. 

1.5 The following international non-governmental organisations have been granted observer status: 

Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) 
BIMCO 
Comité Maritime International (CMI) 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) (1992 Fund only) 
Cristal Limited 
European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC) (1992 Fund only) 
Federation of European Tank Storage Associations (FETSA) 
Friends of the Earth International (FOEI) 
International Association of Independent Tanker Owners (INTERTANKO) 
International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) 
International Group of P & I Clubs 
International Salvage Union (ISU) 
International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) 
Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) 

2 Procedure for review 

2.1 Paragraph B.3 of the 1992 Fund Guidelines provides for the possibility of the withdrawal of the 
observer status granted to an international non-governmental organisation if the Assembly 
considers that there is no further advantage to the 1992 Fund in continuing with that status or if 
any conflict of interests arises or is likely to arise between the respective activities of the 1992 
Fund and the organisation concerned . 

2.2 Paragraph B.4 of the 1992 Fund Guidelines provides that the Assembly will review every three 
years the list of international non-governmental organisations having observer status in order to 
determine whether the continuance of observer status for any particular organisation is of mutual 
benefit.  At the 1992 Fund Assembly's October 2002 session it was decided that the first review 
should take place at the October 2003 session.  The Director confirmed that he would write to all 
observer organisations well before the session to inform them that the review would be taking 
place and to invite their comments. 

2.3 No decision was taken by the 1971 Fund Administrative Council that a review should be made in 
respect of the organisations having observer status with the 1971 Fund. However, in the interest of 
consistency the Director is of the opinion that a corresponding review should also be carried out 
by the 1971 Fund Administrative Council.  

2.4 The 1992 Fund Assembly decided at its October 2002 session to apply the following procedure 
for the consideration of requests for observer status: 

At the beginning of a session at which a request for observer status by an 
international non-governmental organisation should be considered, the 
Assembly shall set up a small group of five Member States which shall during 
the session screen the request in order to establish whether the applicant fulfils 
the criteria set out in the 1992 Fund guidelines for the granting of observer 
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status.  The group shall report its findings to the Assembly before the end of its 
session so as to enable the Assembly to take a decision on the request. 

2.5 In a document submitted to the October 2002 session of the 1992 Fund Assembly (document 
92FUND/A.7/14, paragraph 5.3) the Director proposed that the same procedure should be 
followed for the review of observer status but no decision was taken in respect of this proposal.  
The Director maintains this opinion and therefore proposes that the 1992 Fund Assembly and the 
1971 Fund Administrative Council should set up a group of five States to consider whether the 
international non-governmental organisations should continue to have observer status and report 
its findings to the governing bodies. 

3 Information for the purpose of the review  

3.1 The attendance of international non-governmental organisations having observer status at the 
meetings of IOPC Funds' bodies since June 1996 is tabulated at Annex II.  

3.2 In April 2003 the Director wrote to all these organisations except for the Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions  (CRPM) which had only recently (April/May 2002) been granted observer 
status on a provisional basis. In the letters the Director drew attention to the fact that the 1992 
Fund Assembly had decided to review periodically whether international non-governmental 
organisations having observer status still fulfilled the criteria set out in the above-mentioned 
guidelines and invited comments on whether the continuance of observer status would be of 
mutual benefit to the respective organisation and to the 1992 Fund. 

3.3 Responses to the Director's letters were received from all of these organisations except the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). These 
responses are reproduced at Annex III. 

4 Review in respect of CRPM 

Under the revised guidelines, observer status on a provisional basis should normally not be 
granted for a period exceeding three years.  The status of CRPM will therefore need to be re-
examined no later than April 2005. The Director proposes that the review should be carried out at 
the October 2004 sessions. 

5 Action to be taken by the governing bodies 

The governing bodies are invited: 

a) to take note of the information contained in this document; 

b) to decide whether to set up a group of five States to screen the responses in order to 
establish whether the continuance of observer status for any particular international non-
governmental organisation is of mutual benefit and to report its findings to the governing 
bodies; 

c) to decide whether to withdraw the observer status of any international non-governmental 
organisation; and 

d) to decide when to review the provisional observer status of CRPM. 

* * * 
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ANNEX I 

 

Text as revised by the 1992 Fund Assembly at its October 2002 session 

 

GUIDELINES ON RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
INTERNATIONAL OIL POLLUTION COMPENSATION FUND 1992 

(1992 FUND) AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 
AND INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 

 

A Intergovernmental organisations 
 
1 The International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 1971 will be invited to be 

represented at all meetings of the Assembly and may be invited, as appropriate, to 
meetings of subsidiary bodies which may be established. 

 
2 The United Nations and the International Maritime Organization and any other 

specialised agency of the United Nations whose interests and those of the 1992 Fund 
are of common concern, will be invited to be represented by observers at all meetings 
of the Assembly and may be invited, as appropriate, to meetings of subsidiary bodies. 

 
3 The Assembly will consider requests to be represented by observers received from 

other intergovernmental organisations whose aims and activities are relevant to those 
of the 1992 Fund or which are interested in the work of the 1992 Fund.  An invitation 
to attend a session of the Assembly or other meeting may, subject to confirmation by 
the Assembly, be issued by the Director to any organisation making such a request.  
The Assembly may decide that invitations be sent to such an organisation either for a 
specific session or meeting or on a regular basis. 

 
4 An agreement for co-operation may, with the approval of the Assembly, be concluded 

between the 1992 Fund and any intergovernmental organisation, if it is in their mutual 
interest to do so.  The agreement may provide, where appropriate on a reciprocal 
basis, for admission as an observer, exchange of information, consideration of 
suggestions for agenda items, consultation on programmes and joint activities and 
other practical co-operation. 

 
B International non-governmental organisations 
 
1 Observer status may be granted by the Assembly to an international non-

governmental organisation, at its request, if: 
 

(a) the organisation concerned is of truly international character and its 
objectives are in harmony with those of the 1992 Fund; 

 
(b) it has aims, responsibilities or activities in the fields related to those of 

the 1992 Fund or which are of concern or interest to the 1992 Fund, 
particularly in connection with pollution and environmental matters, 
maritime and shipping affairs, marine insurance, production or transport 
of oil or relevant questions of international law; and 

 
(c) it is able to make a contribution to the work of the 1992 Fund, for 

example by providing specialised information, advice or expertise, or by 
identifying or helping to procure the services of experts or consultants, or 
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by otherwise furnishing technical assistance or by making research 
facilities available. 

 
2 Observer status may be granted on a provisional basis for a period normally not 

exceeding three years. 
 
3 Observer status will be withdrawn if the Assembly considers that there is no further 

advantage to the 1992 Fund in continuing with the same or if any conflict of interests 
arises or is likely to arise between the respective activities of the 1992 Fund and the 
organisation concerned. 

 
4 The Assembly will review every three years the list of international non-

governmental organisations having observer status in order to determine whether the 
continuance of observer status for any particular organisation is of mutual benefit. 

 

 

* * * 
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ANNEX II 

 

Attendance at meetings of IOPC Funds' bodies by international non-governmental 
organisations having observer status 

 

 

Meeting date 1992 Fund 1971 Fund 
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June 1996 ASS ASS, EXC   v  v    v  v  v  v 
October 1996 ASS ASS, EXC     v  v  v v v  v v v 
February 1997  EXC  v v       v v v v v v 
April 1997 ASS, WGR. ASS,    v  v  v   v v  v v v 
June 1997  EXC   v  v    v v v  v  v 
October 1997 ASS ASS, EXC   v  v     v v  v v v 
February 1998  EXC   v  v    v v v  v v v 
April/May 1998 ASS ASS, EXC   v  v v v  v       
October 1998 ASS, EXC ASS, EXC   v   v   v v v  v v v 
February 1999 EXC EXC   v  v    v v v  v v v 
April 1999 EXC, WGR EXC   v  v v    v v  v v v 
October 1999 ASS, EXC EXC   v  v v   v v v  v v v 
February 2000 EXC    v  v    v v v  v v v 
April 2000 ASS, EXC, WGR AC, EXC   v  v v   v v v  v v v 
July 2000 EXC WGR    v   v v  v v v  v v v 
October 2000 ASS, EXC AC   v   v   v v v  v v v 
January 2001 ASS, EXC AC   v       v v  v v v 
March 2001 EXC, WGR AC   v      v v v  v v v 
June 2001 EXC, WGR AC  v v  v v   v v v  v v v 
October 2001 ASS, EXC AC   v  v v v  v v v  v v v 
April/May 2002 ASS, EXC, WGR AC   v  v v   v v v  v v v 
July 2002 EXC AC    v  v     v   v v 
October 2002 ASS, EXC AC   v v v v   v  v    v 
February 2003 EXC, WGR AC   v v v v v v v v v  v  v 
May 2003 AC, EXC    v   v  v v v v  v  v 
July 2003  AC           v     

    <1> CRPM granted observer status in April 2002 
    <2> CEFIC granted observer status in October 1997 

 
* * * 
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ANNEX III 

 

Responses from observer organisations 

 

Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) 

 

You will know that ACOPS was one of the founding observers with the IOPC Fund at the 
time when this organisation worked primarily on the oil pollution agenda, especially shipping. 
Whilst our activities shifted elsewhere in the intervening years, especially on land based 
activities, our contribution has been reduced.  
 
However, I am happy to be able to inform you of two important developments.  
 
First, ACOPS will be acting, as of 1st October this year, as a co-executing agency of a 
$30 million GEF Project on the National Programme of Action for the Protection of Arctic 
Marine Environment, together with the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade. This 
five year project is designed to prepare the ground for huge capital investments for the 
sustainable economic development of the Russian Arctic, including oil and gas resources, to 
the tune of billions of dollars. It is for these reasons, that we shall also organise public/private 
sector round tables, as well as begin preparation for the Partnership Conference, announced 
by the Prime Minister of Russia in November last year. Some of the work will focus on 
problems, including oil pollution, in view of the opening of the northern Route. We think that 
this project can be of considerable importance to the IOPC Fund.  
 
The second development focuses on the launch on 11th July of ACOPS Europe, i.e. the 
European segment of ACOPS International, bringing together local authorities, the private 
sector, academia, the voluntary sector, parliamentarians and governmental agencies. It will be 
coordinated by the University of Plymouth under Professor Laurence Mee. Senior researchers 
will, from now on, represent ACOPS before UN agencies and other organisations such as the 
IOPC Fund.  
 
Therefore, we believe that ACOPS' observer status with the IOPC Fund should continue and 
will increase with mutual interest.  

 

BIMCO 

 

BIMCO is the largest private international shipowners’ organisation in the world. Its 
membership comprises shipowning companies, ship broking companies, P & I Clubs and 
other entities with an interest in maritime transport. BIMCO has members in over 120 
countries worldwide. 
 
BIMCO’s owner members represent a broad spectrum of ship operation including dry cargo 
vessels, container vessels, offshore vessels and, not least, tanker vessels. 
 
BIMCO is a practical membership organisation providing information and guidance to its 
members covering all aspects of their business activities. However, an equally important role 
for BIMCO is participation in international maritime legislative work to secure an 
international framework within which maritime business can be conducted safely and 
efficiently. BIMCO has, therefore, for many years lent its support to the work of IMO by 
furnishing its practical expertise, not least in marine technical matters. 
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The ERIKA and PRESTIGE incidents have highlighted the need  for enhancing quality 
shipping worldwide. BIMCO is actively participating in current discussions regarding places 
of refuge and the harmonisation of shipbuilding standards. BIMCO feels that the best way of 
promoting trade facilitation and quality shipping is through constructive participation in the 
debate and close co-operation with other shipping-related bodies. 
 
BIMCO believes that it has an important role to play in ensuring that the interests of its 
members are properly represented at international fora, such as IOPC, and that the work of 
such bodies is effectively communicated to our shipowner members. 
 
In conclusion, for the reasons stated above, BIMCO would very much value the opportunity 
to maintain its observer status as an international non-governmental organisation at IOPC.  

 

Comité Maritime International (CMI) 

 

The CMI values its relationship with the IOPC Fund. The regular attendance of our 
representative at the Fund meetings and his active participation in the debates is, I trust, 
sufficient proof of our commitment to the aims and objectives of the Fund, and of our wish to 
continue that relationship into the future. 
 
The greatest asset of the CMI is, as you are aware, the strength of our network of National 
Maritime Law Associations, and the diversity of professions and activities represented among 
the membership of those associations. We have already contributed significantly and, I hope, 
positively to the discussions in the Working Group on the working of the IOPC regime and its 
future evolution, and also to the development of the proposed Supplementary Fund. I am sure 
that we can look forward to continuing this work in the years to come. 

 

CRISTAL Ltd 

 

Please accept Cristal Ltd.'s formal request to retain Observer Status at both the 1971 and 1992 
Fund Assembly Sessions.  
 
Cristal Limited has been an integral part of the development of the statutory and voluntary oil 
pollution compensation regimes since their inception and we continue to have a close 
financial interest on behalf of our Members who are major contributors to both Funds. 

 

European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC) 

 

I have the pleasure to confirm that Cefic has a strong interest in the continuance of its 
observer status at the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 1992, in particular in the 
light of the future implementation of the HNS Convention. We believe that this would be of 
mutual benefit for both organisations.   
 
With regard to Cefic’s activities, we consider the observer status to be beneficial in enabling 
us to closely monitor developments in the application of the 1992 Fund, in particular 
concerning the level of compensation limits and any changes in the nature of the damage 
covered by the 1992 Fund.  For our part, we hope, that representing the broad interests of the 
chemical industry, including petro-chemicals in Europe as a whole, we could continue to 
make a constructive contribution to the work of IOPC. 
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Federation of Tank Storage Associations (FETSA) 

 

The Federation of Tank Storage Associations (FETSA) represents 7 National Associations of 
Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. Through 
National bilateral co operations the Spanish and the English associations also represent the 
interests of Portugal and Ireland, respectively. In aggregate, FETSA is entitled to speak on 
behalf of 130 enterprises. Many of these are large global players with installations in ports all 
over the world. Tank Storage Companies that are through their National Associations 
represented in FETSA combine over 50 per cent of the world storage capacity in bulk liquids 
ie crude oil and oil products, chemicals, edible oils and fats and gases. Recent decisions that 
are now formally implemented in a revision of our statutes allow also companies to apply for 
associate membership in the absence of a National Tank Storage association. Moreover, the 
geographical scope for membership has been shifted from the European Union to the United 
Nations’ Council of Europe. This means that Turkish and Swedish operators are now part of 
the FETSA family. 
 
FETSA is established under the Law of the Kingdom of Belgium and is headquartered in 
Brussels. FETSA’s Executive Committee is made up by the presidents and/or the secretaries 
of all National Associations. The Presidency rotates on a bi-annual scheme. General Meetings 
are held annually. Day-to-day operations are in the hands of local staff and under supervision 
of FETSA’s Secretary General. 
 
Companies, represented by FETSA, provide logistic services to the worldwide trade in bulk 
liquids. In essence, these services provide a link between seagoing vessels and all other 
surface based means of transport. It is required to recognise the unique requirements of all 
modes of transport involved and the specifics relating to potentially dangerous and 
environmentally harmful liquids and gases. The unique strength of our industry is our know-
how and ability to combine these requirements effectively and efficiently. Few other Industry 
Sectors may match FETSA’s know-how on the ship-shore interface, either maritime or inland. 
 
Considering the geographic scope of our businesses, globally unifying policies for operations 
in a clean and safe environment and the remediation of damages caused by accidents are of 
essence. FETSA and FETSA members and associate members, are able and motivated to 
make sound contributions towards the IOPCF and the promotion of lessons learnt among 
members and beyond. We would remind of our submission earlier this year on the fine tuning 
of the contribution system.  The conclusion of the 3rd Intersessional Working Group in 
February this year makes clear that a follow up will be likely, which may indicate the need for 
our continued participation in the process. Also we would emphasise our interest in the 
further advancement of the HNSC, bearing in mind that many of the companies within the 
FETSA contour deal with chemical products that come from, or are dispatched to all four 
corners of the world. With this in mind, we kindly recommend to grant FETSA the 
prolongation of Observer Status with the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund. 

 

 
Friends of the Earth International (FOEI) 

 

Friends of the Earth International is a federation of autonomous environmental organizations 
from all over the world. Our members, in 68 countries, campaign on the most urgent 
environmental and social issues of our day, while simultaneously catalysing a shift toward 
sustainable societies. 
 
FOEI’s Maritime Campaign is focused on improving the environmental performance of 
worldwide shipping. One of the principal activities is attending meetings of the IMO, mainly 
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the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) and the Maritime Safety Committee 
(MSC). FOEI has been active in this field for many years and is appreciated by these 
Committees for its knowledge and constructive input.  
 
Since the sinking of the Prestige, FOEI’s Maritime Campaign has also been attending the 
meetings of the IOPC, represented by Mr Joseph Le Guen. We believe FOEI as a worldwide 
operating NGO, with several specialists in the maritime field is able to play an important role 
in the work of the IOPC.  
 
 
The International Association of Independent Tanker Owners (INTERTANKO) 

 

INTERTANKO has taken an active interest in the work of the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Fund and respectfully requests that its consultative status be prolonged.  
 
As its full name implies, INTERTANKO is the international association of independent 
tanker owners. The Association has 242 members, whose combined fleet comprises more than 
2,160 tankers totalling 160 million dwt, which is 70% of the world's independent tanker fleet 
above 10,000 dwt.  INTERTANKO's associate membership stands at 273 companies with an 
interest in oil and oil and chemicals shipping.  
 
We suggest that INTERTANKO's aims, as set out in the Association' s Articles of Association 
quoted below fits in well with the requirements for observer status. Furthermore, we trust that 
INTERTANKO's contributions to the work of the Fund - in the form of submissions, active 
participation in meetings, as well as promotion of the international oil pollution compensation 
system in other fora - has been considered both positive and constructive over the years.  
 
Extract from INTERTANKO's Articles of Association,  
 
2) Aims  
 
The Association is a non-profit organisation whose aims are to further the interests of 
independent tanker owners; to promote a free and competitive tanker market; to work for 
safety at sea and the protection of the marine environment.  
 
The scope and objects shall be:  
 
• to promote internationally the interests of its members in matters of general policy;  
• to co-operate with other technical, industrial or commercial and environmental interests 

or bodies on problems of mutual concern to its members and to such interests;  
• to take part in the deliberations of other international bodies so far as may be necessary 

for the attainment of its objects;  
• to do all things conducive to the attainment of the above objects or any of them.  
 

International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) 

 

ICS has been actively engaged in the discussions of the Fund Assembly and its subsidiary 
bodies since observer status was originally granted to us, and we continue to participate in 
virtually all 1992 Fund meetings. The substance of the Fund's activities is of direct interest to 
our membership, and we believe that we are able to contribute positively and constructively to 
its discussions.  
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Shipowners' liabilities and cargo interests' responsibility for compensation for oil pollution 
damage are governed by two separate instruments. But these two instruments are widely 
regarded as a package, and we as an organisation have pressed states to ratify both CLC and 
Fund Conventions in pursuit of that principle. It is therefore, in our contention, essential that 
shipowners should be represented during the deliberations of the Fund to observe proper 
functioning of the system and to provide advice on any technical or practical issues that may 
arise. 
  
To put that statement into current context, the 1992 Fund has established a working group that 
is reviewing not only the 1992 Fund Convention but also the 1992 CLC. We have a direct and 
proper interest in this exercise, and regard our participation as a central function of the 
activities of ICS. We also hope and believe that the expertise and representational influence 
we can bring to the discussions are also of benefit to the Fund.  
 
Perhaps I should add that our involvement and contribution is concentrated on the strategic 
discussions of the 1992 Fund. It is not part of our function nor within our competence to 
engage actively in discussions on individual claims which come before the Fund, even if we 
are interested observers.  
 
We do not keep precise records of attendance at meetings of the Fund(s), but believe we have 
participated at most meetings since the inception of the 1971 Fund. Likewise, we do not keep 
precise records of the number or frequency of papers which ICS has submitted to the Fund(s). 
However, in connection with the recent discussions of the 1992 Fund Working Group we 
have actively participated booth in the form of written submissions and oral interventions. By 
such means we believe the Working Group has been enabled to take into account the shipping 
industry’s position on these important issues.  
  
In sum, we therefore believe that the continuance of our observer status would indeed be of 
mutual benefit to ICS and the 1992 Fund.  
 
International Group of P & I Clubs 
 
The P & I Clubs which are members of the International Group are the major, (if not sole) 
providers of the Certificates required under CLC. Thus the individual Clubs in the Group 
have to work very closely with the IOPC Funds with regard to individual claims and therefore 
need to be present when claims are considered by the appropriate organ of the IOPC Fund.  
 
In addition the Clubs represented in the International Group are closely involved in all the 
major issues of general importance that come before the IOPC Fund from time to time, for 
example, the review of the CLC/Fund compensation system which is currently being 
considered by the 3rd Intersessional Working Group. This joint interest arises because the 
Clubs cover the pollution liabilities of the vast majority of the world’s tankers and are 
therefore affected by every aspect of CLC whereas many of the key concepts that underlie the 
operation of the Fund are also founded on CLC. 
 
Since the basic structure of the CLC/Fund compensation system is likely to be in force for 
some time we consider that the benefit that both the International Group and the IOPC Fund 
derive from our status as observer should be permitted to continue.  
 
International Salvage Union (ISU) 
 
As an organisation with members committed to marine salvage and oil pollution prevention , 
we feel it essential to be aware of the activities of the IOPCF. This allows us to comment and 
advise where necessary, on the many items of mutual interest that come before the IOPCF. 
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International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF) 
 
I consider that ITOPF fully meets the criteria set out in paragraph B.1 of the Guidelines 
enclosed with your letter. I would also submit that we regularly attend all meetings of the 
1992 Fund, including the Assembly, Executive Committee and Working Groups. I therefore 
trust that the Assembly at its October 2003 session will agree to the continuance of our 
observer status. 
 
ITOPF has contributed to the work of the IOPC Funds in many ways since 1978 and hopes to 
continue doing so in the future:  
 
ITOPF's role  
 
ITOPF's Members comprise virtually all the world's tanker owners. The owners of other types 
of ship are eligible to become Associates. In both cases the annual subscriptions are paid by 
the third party liability insurers on behalf of their members. Despite the organisation' s 
membership and funding, ITOPF is a technical body that is not involved in lobbying on behalf 
of any particular interest.  
 
Response to spills  
 
ITOPF's priority service is attending on-site at significant ship-source spills of oil, chemicals 
and other substances around the world, at the request of owners and their third party liability 
insurers. The primary purpose of this attendance is to encourage effective clean-up and the 
mitigation of damage to the environment and economic resources through giving objective 
technical advice. When the incident involves a ship, as defined in the CLC and Fund 
Convention, that is spilling or threatening to spill persistent oil in a state party to the Fund 
Convention, ITOPF will often be the organisation that first informs the Fund of the incident. 
The Fund then normally asks ITOPF to represent its interests on-site as regards the clean-up 
and damage to fisheries and the environment. When the HNS Convention comes into force it 
is highly probable that the same arrangement will apply to chemical spills.  
 
When on-site at spills the ITOPF staff member will actively encourage adherence to the 
claims admissibility guidelines contained in the Fund's Claims Manual. Situation reports are 
routinely sent to various parties, including the Fund, and particular issues will be discussed as 
they arise.  
 
Damage assessment and analysis of claims  
 
Assessing the damage caused by a spill to fisheries and/or to the environment is a part of 
ITOPF's on-site role at spills. Reports will be sent back to the Club and Fund to keep them 
apprised of the situation and to allow them to appoint additional experts or take other actions 
as deemed necessary in the circumstances. An area of increasing activity for ITOPF is 
environmental damage, with involvement in post-spill studies and in assessing the feasibility 
of reasonable restoration measures. It is anticipated that involvement in such issues for the 
Fund will grow in the years ahead.  
 
Claims for clean-up expenses are regularly reviewed by ITOPF in relation to what was 
observed at the time of the spill and the Fund's own claims admissibility guidelines. ITOPF 
also utilises its extensive knowledge on the rates charged by various public and private 
entities around the world as a basis for commenting on the reasonableness of costs. Once the 
assessment of a claim is completed a detailed report is passed to the insurer and Fund to assist 
them with their settlement negotiations. In major cases, ITOPF's involvement in claims for 
clean-up costs and damage on behalf of the Fund can go for many years.  
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Participation in Fund Working Groups  
 
ITOPF has a long history of making positive contributions to Fund Working Groups. In 1994, 
for example, it produced three detailed papers for the Seventh Intersessional Working Group 
of the 1971 Fund on Preventive Measures, Economic Loss and Environmental Damage. These 
papers put forward constructive proposals for claims admissibility guidelines, many of which 
were subsequently adopted by the Fund Assembly for incorporation in the organisation's 
Claims Manual. More recently ITOPF played a major role in re-drafting the 1992 Fund's 
policy on Environmental Damage, in conjunction with various national delegations.  
 
Attendance at Meetings  
 
One or more members of ITOPF staff attend meetings of the Executive Committee and 
Assembly. It is very rare that there is not at least one ITOPF representative in the meeting 
room. ITOPF's assistance is routinely requested on the preparation of papers related to 
particular spills.  
 
I hope that you agree that the above summary demonstrates that ITOPF fully meets the 
criteria set out in paragraph B.l of the Guidelines enclosed with your original letter. I 
therefore trust that the Assembly at its October 2003 session will agree to the continuance of 
our observer status.  
 
Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) 
 
I am pleased to confirm that it is the wish of our organisation and its members, that OCIMF 
retains its observer status and that we believe this to be of mutual benefit to both our 
organisations.  
 
OCIMF is an international organisation with a steadily increasing membership that currently 
stands at 46 companies (including all independent oil majors) from all regions of the world. 
Our members are responsible for shipping about 30% of an estimated annual total of 2 billion 
tonnes of oil and oil products carried by sea. Additionally, through actual oil receipts, we also 
play a very significant role in the IOPC Fund in that our members are annually providing an 
estimated 60% of the total Fund value through receiver contributions.  
 
The OCIMF Secretariat, on behalf of our membership, regularly contributes to the workings 
of the IOPC Fund through written submissions and verbal interventions at IOPC Fund 
meetings and working groups, providing technical input and operational experience that we 
believe is beneficial to IOPC Fund Member States in their deliberations.  
 
Further, OCIMF's mission is to be the foremost authority on the safe and environmentally 
responsible operation of oil tankers and terminals, promoting continuous improvements in 
standards of design and operation. Our membership is therefore keen that the organisation 
contributes in all recognised international forums that will satisfy this goal.  
 
We therefore believe it is both in the interest of the IOPC Fund and our global membership to 
retain our current observer status and that these mutual objectives meet the criterion outlined 
in the guidelines for International non-Governmental Organisations 
 
 

 


