
 

INTERNATIONAL 

OIL POLLUTION 

COMPENSATION 

FUNDS 

Agenda item: 7 IOPC/APR16/7/5 

Original: ENGLISH 8 April 2016 

 

1992 Fund Assembly  92AES20 ● 

1992 Fund Executive Committee 92EC66  

Supplementary Fund Assembly SA12 ● 

 

 

 

PROPOSAL FOR AMENDMENTS TO PRINT PROCEDURES FOR 

IOPC FUNDS’ MEETING DOCUMENTS 
 

Note by the Secretariat 

 

Summary: This document sets out proposed amendments to the current print procedures for 

meeting documents at the sessions of the governing bodies.  Currently a 

considerable volume of meeting documents are printed for each session which has 

an impact on the IOPC Funds’ use of resources, as well as being a significant 

financial cost.  The current procedure also results in a surplus of documents 

discarded following the sessions of the governing bodies.   

 

The Secretariat looked into various options which could improve the IOPC Funds’ 

document production process and also align itself with the practices of other 

intergovernmental organisations such as the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO).   

 

Such proposed amendments are being put forward to coincide with IOPC Funds’ 

relocation to IMO in July 2016.   

 

Action to be taken: 1992 Fund Assembly and Supplementary Fund Assembly  

 

(a) Decide whether the Secretariat should cease printing meeting documents for 

the sessions of the governing bodies; and 

 

(b) decide whether the Secretariat should cease using different coloured logos on 

meeting documents according to the language in which they are printed. 

 

1 Background information  

Taking into account the IOPC Funds’ relocation to the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 

July 2016, the Secretariat has considered the accessibility of printing facilities at its new offices, and 

whether the procedures for printing meeting documents should be revised in order to improve the 

document production process.  This would be with a view to reduce the surplus of meeting documents 

left over after the sessions of the governing bodies, achieve some cost savings and align itself with the 

practices of other intergovernmental organisations, such as IMO.  The Secretariat has also questioned 

the value of maintaining a different coloured logo for each of the Funds’ working languages. 

2 Current practice of the IOPC Funds 

The IOPC Funds currently prints all of its meeting documents in the three working languages, making 

them available in hard copy at the sessions of the governing bodies.  Each working language has a 

distinct colour for the logo, which requires meeting documents to be printed using three different sets 

of coloured headed paper.  The current practice is resource-intensive and there is a significant surplus 

of meeting documents that seems to increase in volume after each meeting. 
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3 Current practice of IMO  

3.1 IMO changed their printing procedures in 2010 with notable reductions in the volume of meeting 

documents produced.  In October 2009, IMO released a circular announcing measures to reduce the 

costs of IMO meetings and meet UN climate neutral objectives<1> (IMO Circular No.  2995), which 

came into effect in November 2009.  A number of options were put forward, of which the following 

have since been adopted: 

 Hard copies of meeting documents are no longer made available at meetings.  Delegations are 

expected to download, print and bring meeting documents to the meetings.  Some copies are 

available at the meetings, but only in exceptional circumstances. 

 Working papers are made available at the meetings for delegations, with only two hard copies 

available per delegation. 

 The number of working papers printed during IMO meetings is determined through the number 

of delegates registered for the meetings.   A very limited number of spare copies are kept behind 

the desks on the left side of the left entrance to the main meeting room. 

3.2 A limited number of delegations receive meeting documents in hard copy at IMO meetings under a 

special arrangement with IMO’s Head of the Documents Section.  A significant  factor that has eased 

the transition for delegates is that many are now using laptops, tablets and other electronic devices at 

the meetings and therefore do not require meeting documents in hard copy.   

4 Director’s considerations 

4.1 Having carefully considered the changes brought forward at IMO, the general practice of obtaining 

meeting documents electronically and the rationale of moving towards a more sustainable and efficient 

printing procedure, the Director believes the Secretariat should cease printing meeting documents as 

from the October 2016 sessions of the governing bodies.   

4.2 The majority of delegates attending IOPC Funds’ meetings also attend IMO meetings and are therefore 

familiar with IMO procedures.  As such, the Director is of the view that many delegations are likely 

to adjust to changes to the IOPC Funds’ print procedures easily, should they become more aligned 

with those of IMO.   

4.3 As in the case of IMO, the Director proposes that delegations could request, if they so wish, printed 

meeting documents.  It is also suggested that a limited number of copies of documents would be made 

available for exceptional circumstances.  However, unlike IMO, the number of working papers and 

draft Record of Decisions produced would be aligned with the number of delegates registered for the 

meeting.  The provisional List of Participants, which is based on those registered, would serve as a 

reference for the number of delegations present. 

4.4 The Director also considers that the Secretariat should cease using different coloured headed paper 

according to the language in which they are printed.  Such a proposal would see the green logo, 

currently applied to English documents, used for the digital versions of all three languages which are 

available to download via the Document Services section of the IOPC Funds website.  A clear 

reference to the language of the document would be made through the use of letters ‘E’, ‘F’ and ‘S’ to 

distinguish each language, which would be placed in the header of the document, similar to the style 

adopted by IMO. 

                                                           
<1> The line of UN system-wide initiatives to promote ‘Greener Meetings’ are intended to meet the objectives of the 

UN Climate Neutral Strategy, adopted by the UN Chief Executives Board for Coordination in 2007, committing 

all UN agencies to ‘move towards a climate neutral UN’. 
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4.5 Hard copies of documents printed by the Secretariat would be in black and white.  This would mean 

that meeting documents can be printed anywhere and not require coloured headed paper.  This practice 

would also apply to circulars.  An example document has been included at the Annex. 

4.6 Should the governing bodies agree at the April 2016 sessions to cease printing meeting documents, an 

official communication would be issued in the form of a circular confirming the intention of the 

Secretariat to cease printing meeting documents from the October 2016 sessions onwards.   

5 Action to be taken  

1992 Fund Assembly and Supplementary Fund Assembly 

The 1992 Fund Assembly and the Supplementary Fund Assembly are invited to: 

(a) take note of the information contained in this document; 

(b) decide whether the Secretariat should cease printing meeting documents for the sessions of the 

governing bodies; and 

(c) decide whether the Secretariat should cease using different coloured logos on meeting documents 

according to the language in which they are printed. 

 

* * *  
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INCIDENTS INVOLVING THE IOPC FUNDS  
 

Note by the Secretariat 

 

Summary: Information is given on documents for the April 2016 meetings relating to incidents 

involving the IOPC Funds. 

 

Action to be taken: 1992 Fund Executive Committee and Supplementary Fund Assembly 

 

Information to be noted. 

 

1 Incidents involving the IOPC Funds  

1.1 Since the October 2015 meetings of the IOPC Funds’ governing bodies, the Secretariat has not been 

informed of any new incidents which at this stage may involve the 1992 Fund. 

1.2 As at 10 February 2016, no incidents had occurred that will involve the Supplementary Fund. 

1.3 The Director intends to issue documents in respect of the following incidents involving the 1992 Fund, 

as set out below.  Further documents will be issued as required, depending on the developments in 

respect of incidents, in order to provide delegations with the latest information.  Documents may also 

be submitted by delegations at least four weeks before the start of the meeting, i.e. by 

Thursday 24 March 2016. 

1992 Fund 

IOPC/APR16/3/2 Prestige  

IOPC/APR16/3/3 Solar 1 

IOPC/APR16/3/4 Volgoneft 139 

IOPC/APR16/3/5 Hebei Spirit 

IOPC/APR16/3/5/1 Hebei Spirit 

IOPC/APR16/3/6 Alfa I 

IOPC/APR16/3/7 Nesa R3 

 

2 Action to be taken  

1992 Fund Executive Committee and Supplementary Fund Assembly 

The 1992 Fund Executive Committee and Supplementary Fund Assembly are invited to take note of 

the information contained in this document. 

 


