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REVIEW OF OBSERVER STATUS 
 

Note by the Director 
 

 
 
Summary: Following the review of the list of international non-governmental 

organisations having observer status carried out by the governing bodies at 
their October 2003 sessions, the governing bodies decided at their October 
2004 session that the observer status of the Advisory Committee on Protection 
of the Sea (ACOPS) should be withdrawn.  Following the receipt of a letter 
from ACOPS during that session requesting the governing bodies to retain 
ACOPS' observer status, the governing bodies decided to reconsider the matter 
at their next sessions.  The contribution that ACOPS can make to the work of 
the IOPC Funds is reviewed. 
 

Action to be taken: To consider reinstating the observer status of ACOPS.  
 

 

1 Guidelines for granting observer status  

1.1 At its 1st session, held in June 1996, the 1992 Fund Assembly adopted Guidelines on relations 
between the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 1992 and intergovernmental 
organisations and international non-governmental organisations which set out, inter alia, the 
criteria for the granting of observer status to an international non-governmental organisation 
which read as follows (document 92FUND/A.1/34/1):  

Observer status may be granted by the Assembly to an international non-governmental 
organisation, at its request, if: 
 
(a) the organisation concerned is of truly international character and its objectives are 

in harmony with those of the 1992 Fund; 
 
(b) it has aims, responsibilities or activities in the fields related to those of the 1992 

Fund or which are of concern or interest to the 1992 Fund, particularly in 
connection with pollution and environmental matters, maritime and shipping 
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affairs, marine insurance, production or transport of oil or relevant questions of 
international law; and 

 
(c) it is able to make a contribution to the work of the 1992 Fund, for example by 

providing specialised information, advice or expertise, or by identifying or 
helping to procure the services of experts or consultants, or by otherwise 
furnishing technical assistance or by making research facilities available. 

 

1.2 These guidelines were amended at the Assembly's 7th session in October 2002 to include 
provisions on a periodic review of whether observer organisations continue to fulfil the criteria set 
out in the guidelines.   

1.3 As regards the periodic review, the Guidelines read as follows: 
 

The Assembly will review every three years the list of international non-
governmental organisations having observer status in order to determine whether 
the continuance of observer status for any particular organisation is of mutual 
benefit. 
 

1.4 Corresponding guidelines were adopted by the 1971 Fund Assembly in 1979, but they were not 
amended in 2002. 

 
2 Previous consideration of ACOPS' observer status 
 
2.1 Following the first periodic review of the list of international non-governmental organisations at 

their October 2003 sessions, the governing bodies decided at their October 2004 sessions that there 
was no further advantage to the IOPC Funds in the Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea 
(ACOPS) continuing to have observer status and decided to withdraw it (documents 
92FUND/A.9/31, paragraphs 20.5-20.7 and 71FUND/AC.15/21, paragraphs 15.5-15.7). 

 
2.2 It was noted that the Director had received a letter from ACOPS during the session, requesting the 

governing bodies to retain ACOPS' observer status.  One delegation indicated that, in its opinion, 
ACOPS was a prestigious international organisation but that it had a small staff and limited 
resources.  Another delegation stated that attendance at meetings should not be the only factor taken 
into account when deciding whether to withdraw observer status. 

 
2.3 The governing bodies decided to reconsider the matter at their next sessions. 
 
2.4 The next periodic review of the list of international non-governmental organisations having 

observer status will take place at the October 2006 sessions of the governing bodies. 
 

3 Reconsideration of ACOPS' observer status 

3.1 The Director met with the President of ACOPS and its Assistant Executive Director on 2 February 
2005 to discuss the observer status of ACOPS. Following this meeting the Director received a 
letter from the President of ACOPS explaining why he considered that the reinstatement of 
observer status would be of mutual benefit to ACOPS and to the IOPC Funds.  That letter is 
reproduced at the Annex. 

 
3.2 Having reconsidered the matter, the Director considers that ACOPS, which is of truly 

international character with Vice-Presidents in 18 States, of which 14 are Members of the 1992 
Fund, and carries out activities in environmental matters, can contribute to the work of the IOPC 
Funds inter alia by providing expertise in environmental matters.  The Director is therefore of the 
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view that ACOPS does meet the criteria for granting of observer status to international non-
governmental organisations and that the Assembly should reinstate the observer status of ACOPS. 

 

4 Action to be taken by the governing bodies 

The governing bodies are invited to: 

(a) take note of the information contained in this document; and 

(b) consider whether to reinstate the observer status of ACOPS. 

* * * 
















